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UNITOVERVIEW

Unit Length 4 weeks

Grade Level(s)/Subject(s) Grade 4

Unit Overview In this unit, fourth-grade students will explore underreported news articles highlighting achievements of
Black andHispanic individuals. They will delve into the origins of Black andHispanic students, uncovering
the rich history and contributions of these communities. The unit integrates art andmusic to enhance
understanding and celebrate diversity.

Objectives &Outcomes Students will…
● Analyze underreported news articles to identify the achievements of Black andHispanic

individuals (in particular, Puerto Rican andDominican)
● Explore the historical origins and contributions of Black andHispanic students
● Develop an appreciation for diversity and cultural contributions
● Describe the importance of acknowledging under-represented excellence

By the end of the unit, students will…
● Understand the achievements of Black andHispanic individuals
● Identify historical contributions of Black andHispanic students
● Express appreciation for diversity through art andmusic

Standards Massachusetts State Standards:
● History and Social Science:

● 4.G2: Explain the contributions of diverse groups and individuals toMassachusetts
and the United States.

● English Language Arts:
● 4.RN.1: Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says

explicitly.
● 4.W.7: Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation

of different aspects of a topic.
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Unit Resources Books:
WeAre All Connected by Gabi Garcia

Thunder Rose by Jerdine Nolen

Timelines from Black History byMirelle Harper

If DominicanWere a Color by Sili Recio

ABCs of Black History by Rio Cortez

Lesson Resources:
Diversity cards (from Lakeshore Learning orReally Good Stuff)

Finding & analyzing underreported news stories: Critical thinking, text analysis and writing a lesson plan by the
Pulitzer Center

What are Underreported Stories from the Pulitzer Center (3:27)

Black History Legends card

NewsArticles:
A Revolution for Puerto Rico's Afro-Latinos byNatasha S. Alford

Afro-Mexican Identity by Jonathan Custodio

Finding Their Roots: Blacks Repatriate to Africa by Lottie Joiner

The Lost Ancestors by LindaMatchan

Black Education Beyond U.S. Borders by Jermaine Ervain Jr.

The Untold Story of Black Cowboys in America: HowOne Florida FarmerMade History by Ashonti Ford for
Spectrum Bay News

"Don't Teach Black HistoryWithout Joy," by Jania Hoover for EducationWeek
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https://gabigarciabooks.com/products/we-are-all-connected-taking-care-of-each-other-the-earth
https://www.jerdinenolen.com/books/bk_thunder_rose.html
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/671895/timelines-from-black-history-by-mireille-harper/
https://silirecio.com/if-dominican-were-a-color
https://www.hachettebookgroup.com/titles/rio-cortez/the-abcs-of-black-history/9781523507498/?lens=workman-publishing-company
https://www.lakeshorelearning.com/products/ca/p/EE127/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=ppc&utm_campaign=performancemaxnb&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAi_G5BhDXARIsAN5SX7rVO1eiATF69eaSC9TL904B0JWagCd0p4uzlgfIiaRZBdwNQD3gVssaAg9qEALw_wcB
https://www.reallygoodstuff.com/diversity-discussion-cards/p/168745/?srsltid=AfmBOoqnILPc9elf0-1HiY9wx-ztSJEKePaR_LEF2sZm_rnwe_uPaEDS
https://pulitzercenter.org/builder/lesson/finding-analyzing-underreported-news-stories-critical-thinking-text-analysis-and
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jQ6czV4e7pc
https://kulturegames.com/products/playing-cards-black-legends?srsltid=AfmBOoqyHzATnDhZJbOU1SEIc8IBCOp0CgP1-aApu24hZQB2WKxKst12
https://pulitzercenter.org/projects/revolution-puerto-ricos-afro-latinos?_gl=1*1pt9rbf*_up*MQ..*_gs*MQ..&gclid=Cj0KCQiAgJa6BhCOARIsAMiL7V-4M1uooim2crm5GrXvvkE5Gw6W00m5Yz5ronzlEE06_efnLwXnbuAaAvM3EALw_wcB
https://pulitzercenter.org/projects/afro-mexican-identity
https://pulitzercenter.org/projects/finding-their-roots-blacks-repatriate-africa?_gl=1*1pt9rbf*_up*MQ..*_gs*MQ..&gclid=Cj0KCQiAgJa6BhCOARIsAMiL7V-4M1uooim2crm5GrXvvkE5Gw6W00m5Yz5ronzlEE06_efnLwXnbuAaAvM3EALw_wcB
https://pulitzercenter.org/projects/lost-ancestors?_gl=1*yua04i*_up*MQ..*_gs*MQ..&gclid=Cj0KCQiAgJa6BhCOARIsAMiL7V-4M1uooim2crm5GrXvvkE5Gw6W00m5Yz5ronzlEE06_efnLwXnbuAaAvM3EALw_wcB
https://pulitzercenter.org/projects/black-education-beyond-us-borders?_gl=1*4t8jxd*_up*MQ..*_gs*MQ..&gclid=Cj0KCQiAgJa6BhCOARIsAMiL7V-4M1uooim2crm5GrXvvkE5Gw6W00m5Yz5ronzlEE06_efnLwXnbuAaAvM3EALw_wcB
https://pulitzercenter.org/stories/untold-story-black-cowboys-america-how-one-florida-farmer-made-history
https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/opinion-dont-teach-black-history-without-joy/2021/02
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Distant Neighbors: HowNew Immigrants Are Serrating Relations Between Haiti and the DR byMacollvie Neel,
Ralph Cherry andMarvens Compere for The Haitian Times

Videos:
2020 ICP Infinity Awards: Online Platforms - The 1619 Project of the New York TimesMagazine byMedia
Storm (13:01)

Divided island: HowHaiti and the DR became two worlds from Vox.com (15:51)

Why did Haiti and the Dominican Republic Break Up? (Short Animated Documentary) fromHistoryMatters
(3:23)

Black History Month for Kids: Discover African American Heroes by Pippin Kids (15:36) or Black History Month for
Kids byHomeschool Pop (4:54)

Eyes on the Prize with Dr. Henry Louis Gates from PBS

Websites:
PebbleGo.com

Brittannica Kids

Performance Task(s) Students will use Pulitzer reporting on Black joy, Black history, Puerto Rico andDominican Republic to
create artwork, poems, andwrite songs that celebrate their home countries/islands and cultures. Students
will showcase their creations along with their research findings, in amulticultural fair for parents and the
school community. “Family Culture Night” celebrates diversity and encourages understanding among
students and families.

Assessment/Evaluation Formative Assessment:
Pulitzer Exit Ticket (example) [.docx][.pdf]
Pulitzer Reading/Writing Rubric [.docx][.pdf]

Summative Assessment:
4th Grade Black &Hispanic Culture Research Project Evaluation Sheet [.docx][.pdf]
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https://pulitzercenter.org/projects/distant-neighbors-how-new-immigrants-are-serrating-relations-between-haiti-and-dr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iRpCALpgzhs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4WvKeYuwifc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=isGNQILKM0A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c-ggEHCJOUA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ryXqoXPkbo&list=PLNmq_T1B9ljIVPLz5n7Qp8VgUcrKmRws2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ryXqoXPkbo&list=PLNmq_T1B9ljIVPLz5n7Qp8VgUcrKmRws2
https://www.pbs.org/show/eyes-on-the-prize/
http://pebblego.com/
https://kids.britannica.com/
https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/2024-12/pulitzer_exit_ticket_2024.docx
https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/inline-images/PULITZER%20EXIT%20TICKET%202024.pdf
https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/2024-12/pulitzer_reading_writing_rubric_2024.docx
https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/inline-images/PULITZER%20READING_WRITING%20RUBRIC%202024.pdf
https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/2024-12/4th_grade_black_hispanic_culture_research_project_evaluation_sheet.docx
https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/inline-images/4th%20Grade%20Black%20%26%20Hispanic%20Culture%20Research%20Project%20Evaluation%20Sheet.pdf
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Create and share the following additional rubrics with outlined criteria:
1. Rubric for Reading and Analysis:

● Criteria: Identifying achievements and contributions
● Scale: 1-4 (1 being limited understanding, 4 being thorough comprehension)

2. Research Project Evaluation:
● Criteria: Historical accuracy, organization, creativity
● Scale: 1-5 (1 being below expectations, 5 being outstanding)

3. Art andMusic Project Assessment:
● Criteria: Creativity, expression of cultural diversity, effort
● Scale: 1-3 (1 being needs improvement, 3 being excellent)

4. Ongoing Checks:
● Informal assessments during class discussions and activities
● Peer feedback during group projects

5. Formal Evaluation:
● Rubric-based evaluations for reading analysis, research project, and art/music projects

UNIT PACING / DAILY LESSONSANDRESOURCES

Pacing Focus text(s) / resource(s)
for today’s lesson

LessonMaterials LessonObjective(s) or
Essential Question(s)

Lesson / Activities

Week 1: Introduction to Diversity and Achievement

Day 1
Optional lesson resources
WeAre All Connected by Gabi
Garcia

**Create
bingo-style
worksheets for step

Students will…
● Identify elements of

culture

Icebreaker Activities and Building a Positive,
Inclusive Classroom
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Diversity cards (from
Lakeshore Learning orReally
Good Stuff)

two in today’s
lesson

● Define and discuss
diversity

● Connect their classroom
environment with
diversity and culture

Welcome& Introduction (10mins):
1. Greet students and explain that the class will

be learning about cultures and diversity.
2. Set class expectations for respect, kindness,

and openness.

Icebreaker: “Find SomeoneWho…” (15mins):
Hand out a bingo-style worksheet where students
need to find classmates who fit descriptions like
“someonewho speaksmore than one language” or
“someonewho likes spicy food.” This activity will
encouragemovement and interaction.

Discussion: what is diversity? (15mins):
1. Ask students what they think the word

“diversity” means.
2. Explain that diversity means differences,

including howwe look, what we believe, and
where we come from.

Class Agreement (10mins): As a class, create a
"Class Agreement" poster that includes
statements about how students will respect and
celebrate each other's differences.

Day 2 Optional:
Diversity cards (from
Lakeshore Learning orReally
Good Stuff)

Paper

Writing utensils

A photo or item
that represents
their culture

Objectives:
Students will be able to…

● Explore and analyze
heritage and tradition

● Leverage personal
heritage and tradition to
connect to classmates

● Identify an object or
image the represents
their culture

ExploringOur Differences and Similarities

Warm-Up: “Same andDifferent” (10mins):
1. In pairs, have students discuss two things

that are the same about them and two things
that are different.

2. Share a few examples with the class.

GroupDiscussion: Backgrounds andHeritage (15
mins):
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https://www.lakeshorelearning.com/products/ca/p/EE127/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=ppc&utm_campaign=performancemaxnb&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAi_G5BhDXARIsAN5SX7rVO1eiATF69eaSC9TL904B0JWagCd0p4uzlgfIiaRZBdwNQD3gVssaAg9qEALw_wcB
https://www.reallygoodstuff.com/diversity-discussion-cards/p/168745/?srsltid=AfmBOoqnILPc9elf0-1HiY9wx-ztSJEKePaR_LEF2sZm_rnwe_uPaEDS
https://www.reallygoodstuff.com/diversity-discussion-cards/p/168745/?srsltid=AfmBOoqnILPc9elf0-1HiY9wx-ztSJEKePaR_LEF2sZm_rnwe_uPaEDS
https://www.lakeshorelearning.com/products/ca/p/EE127/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=ppc&utm_campaign=performancemaxnb&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAi_G5BhDXARIsAN5SX7rVO1eiATF69eaSC9TL904B0JWagCd0p4uzlgfIiaRZBdwNQD3gVssaAg9qEALw_wcB
https://www.reallygoodstuff.com/diversity-discussion-cards/p/168745/?srsltid=AfmBOoqnILPc9elf0-1HiY9wx-ztSJEKePaR_LEF2sZm_rnwe_uPaEDS
https://www.reallygoodstuff.com/diversity-discussion-cards/p/168745/?srsltid=AfmBOoqnILPc9elf0-1HiY9wx-ztSJEKePaR_LEF2sZm_rnwe_uPaEDS
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1. Ask questions like, “Where are your families
from?” “What traditions do you celebrate?”

2. Highlight that everyone has a different
background, but we also havemany
similarities.

VennDiagramActivity (15mins):

1. In pairs or small groups, have students
create a venn diagram comparing and
contrasting their backgrounds (e.g., food,
language, clothing).

2. Have students share diagramswith the class
to foster understanding of differences and
similarities.

Exploring Cultural Elements
**Educator Note: for this lesson, students should
come to class with a a photo or item that represents
an element of their culture

Food, Language, Clothing, Values Discussion (20
mins):
1. Discuss different aspects of culture: food,

language, clothing, values, and experiences.

2. Use examples from different cultures to help
students see diversity in each category.

Show and Tell: Culture Edition (20mins):

1. Ask students to bring in a photo or item that
represents an element of their culture, such
as traditional clothing, food, or a family
tradition.
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2. Give each student a fewminutes to share
their item and explain why it is important to
them.

Day 3
Writing a Paragraph AboutWhoWeAre

Brainstorming Activity (10mins):
1. As a class, brainstorm ideas that students can

use for writing about themselves (family,
favorite foods, traditions, etc.).

2. Introduce prompts such as “I am from…” or
“One traditionmy family celebrates is…”

ParagraphWriting (25mins):
1. Guide students in writing a paragraph about

who they are, incorporating what they’ve
learned about culture and diversity.

2. Encourage them to include elements like
family traditions, languages spoken, favorite
foods, or important values.

Peer Review (10mins):
Have students partner up to share and give
positive feedback on each other's paragraphs.

Day 5
Art supplies Self-Illustration and Sharing

Illustrating Ourselves Art Activity (30mins): Have
students illustrate a self-portrait that reflects
their cultural background. They should be
wearing something that represents their culture
or a setting that is important to them.
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DescriptionWriting (15mins): Have students
write a brief description to accompany their
self-portrait, explaining the cultural elements
they included in their drawing.

Class GalleryWalk (10mins):
a. Display all illustrations and descriptions

around the room.
b. Encourage students to walk around and

view each other’s work, celebrating the
diversity within the class.

c. Keep the gallery walk up for tomorrow’s
lesson.

Day 6
Finding & analyzing
underreported news stories:
Critical thinking, text analysis
andwriting

What are Underreported
Stories

A Revolution for Puerto Rico's
Afro-Latinos byNatasha S.
Alford

Afro-Mexican Identity by
Jonathan Custodio

2020 ICP Infinity Awards:
Online Platforms - The 1619
Project of the New York Times
Magazine byMedia Storm
(13:01)

Objectives:
Students will be able to…
● Describe the news and

identify what qualifies
news stories as
underreported

● Describe the connection
between underreported
news stories and diverse
culture and perspectives

● Analyze how celebrating
heritage, culture and
history combats erasure

Connecting with Stories of Culture andDiversity

Warm up: (10mins)
1. Introduce students to the

news/underreported stories by leveraging
the warm up section of the Pulitzer Center’s
underreported stories lesson plan:

a. Explore definitions of the news
and underreported stories

b. Screen the videoWhat are
Underreported Stories

2. Lead a small discussion connecting
underreported news stories and
culture/diversity. Make the point that diverse
perspectives and stories are not featured in
themainstreammedia as they should. News
stories, especially from sources like the
Pulitzer Center, connect us to diverse
cultures, identities, and perspectives in
context of world events.

Stories about Afro-Latino Culture (25minutes):

8 of 27

https://pulitzercenter.org/builder/lesson/finding-analyzing-underreported-news-stories-critical-thinking-text-analysis-and
https://pulitzercenter.org/builder/lesson/finding-analyzing-underreported-news-stories-critical-thinking-text-analysis-and
https://pulitzercenter.org/builder/lesson/finding-analyzing-underreported-news-stories-critical-thinking-text-analysis-and
https://pulitzercenter.org/builder/lesson/finding-analyzing-underreported-news-stories-critical-thinking-text-analysis-and
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jQ6czV4e7pc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jQ6czV4e7pc
https://pulitzercenter.org/projects/revolution-puerto-ricos-afro-latinos?_gl=1*1pt9rbf*_up*MQ..*_gs*MQ..&gclid=Cj0KCQiAgJa6BhCOARIsAMiL7V-4M1uooim2crm5GrXvvkE5Gw6W00m5Yz5ronzlEE06_efnLwXnbuAaAvM3EALw_wcB
https://pulitzercenter.org/projects/revolution-puerto-ricos-afro-latinos?_gl=1*1pt9rbf*_up*MQ..*_gs*MQ..&gclid=Cj0KCQiAgJa6BhCOARIsAMiL7V-4M1uooim2crm5GrXvvkE5Gw6W00m5Yz5ronzlEE06_efnLwXnbuAaAvM3EALw_wcB
https://pulitzercenter.org/projects/afro-mexican-identity
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iRpCALpgzhs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iRpCALpgzhs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iRpCALpgzhs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iRpCALpgzhs
https://pulitzercenter.org/builder/lesson/finding-analyzing-underreported-news-stories-critical-thinking-text-analysis-and
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jQ6czV4e7pc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jQ6czV4e7pc
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1. Annotate and read aloud either or both of
the following articles about preserving
Afro-Latino Culture around the world:
● ARevolution for Puerto Rico's

Afro-Latinos byNatasha S. Alford
● Afro-Mexican Identity by Jonathan

Custodio
2. As a class, discuss the following:

● What elements of culture do you
recognize in the story?

● Why are these communities trying to
preserve their cultures?

What is erasure ?(10minutes):
1. Play the first fiveminutes ofMedia

Storm’s 1619 Project video. Lead a
discussion focused on the following
questions:

a. How did Nikole Hannah-Jones feel
about what she learned about
Black history growing up?

b. What is erasure?
c. How does erasure affect especially

Black and Brown communities?
d. How do stories about history and

culture help us fight erasure?
e. Why should we fight erasure?

Extension - News stories about identity and
culture (20minutes):
1. Share the following articles for students to

read in small groups:
● Finding Their Roots: Blacks Repatriate to

Africa by Lottie Joiner
● The Lost Ancestors by LindaMatchan
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https://pulitzercenter.org/projects/revolution-puerto-ricos-afro-latinos?_gl=1*1pt9rbf*_up*MQ..*_gs*MQ..&gclid=Cj0KCQiAgJa6BhCOARIsAMiL7V-4M1uooim2crm5GrXvvkE5Gw6W00m5Yz5ronzlEE06_efnLwXnbuAaAvM3EALw_wcB
https://pulitzercenter.org/projects/revolution-puerto-ricos-afro-latinos?_gl=1*1pt9rbf*_up*MQ..*_gs*MQ..&gclid=Cj0KCQiAgJa6BhCOARIsAMiL7V-4M1uooim2crm5GrXvvkE5Gw6W00m5Yz5ronzlEE06_efnLwXnbuAaAvM3EALw_wcB
https://pulitzercenter.org/projects/afro-mexican-identity
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iRpCALpgzhs
https://pulitzercenter.org/projects/finding-their-roots-blacks-repatriate-africa?_gl=1*1pt9rbf*_up*MQ..*_gs*MQ..&gclid=Cj0KCQiAgJa6BhCOARIsAMiL7V-4M1uooim2crm5GrXvvkE5Gw6W00m5Yz5ronzlEE06_efnLwXnbuAaAvM3EALw_wcB
https://pulitzercenter.org/projects/finding-their-roots-blacks-repatriate-africa?_gl=1*1pt9rbf*_up*MQ..*_gs*MQ..&gclid=Cj0KCQiAgJa6BhCOARIsAMiL7V-4M1uooim2crm5GrXvvkE5Gw6W00m5Yz5ronzlEE06_efnLwXnbuAaAvM3EALw_wcB
https://pulitzercenter.org/projects/lost-ancestors?_gl=1*yua04i*_up*MQ..*_gs*MQ..&gclid=Cj0KCQiAgJa6BhCOARIsAMiL7V-4M1uooim2crm5GrXvvkE5Gw6W00m5Yz5ronzlEE06_efnLwXnbuAaAvM3EALw_wcB
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● Black Education BeyondU.S. Borders by
Jermaine Ervain Jr.

2. Share the following questions for students to
answer through small group and/or
independent reflection:
● Provide a three sentence summary of the

article
● How does this underreported story

capture howBlack people are celebrating
their culture to fight erasure?

Add to Class GalleryWalk:
Encourage students to review the gallery walk
and explain how each gallery installation fights
erasure by celebrating culture and diversity.

1. Pass out post its, providing each student
with two to three post its.

2. Introduce the task to students and include
sentence starters if needed.

3. Have each student celebrate at least two
illustrations/descriptions.

4. End the gallery walk by encouraging
students to return to their own illustration
and noticing what their classmates wrote.
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https://pulitzercenter.org/projects/black-education-beyond-us-borders?_gl=1*4t8jxd*_up*MQ..*_gs*MQ..&gclid=Cj0KCQiAgJa6BhCOARIsAMiL7V-4M1uooim2crm5GrXvvkE5Gw6W00m5Yz5ronzlEE06_efnLwXnbuAaAvM3EALw_wcB


Exploring Black andHispanic Excellence: Stories andOrigins
Unit by LaverneMickens, part of the 2023-2024 Pulitzer Center Teacher Fellowship
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Pacing Focus text(s) / resource(s)
for today’s lesson

LessonMaterials LessonObjective(s) or
Essential Question(s)

Lesson / Activities

Week 2: Exploring Historical Origins

Day 1
Thunder Rose by Jerdine
Nolen

The Untold Story of Black
Cowboys in America: HowOne
Florida FarmerMade History
by Ashonti Ford for Spectrum
Bay News

Additional Resources:
"Don't Teach Black History
Without Joy," by Jania
Hoover for EducationWeek

Timelines from Black History
byMirelle Harper

Black History Legends cards

Students will be able to…
● Discover legendary Black

Americans and spotlight
the original “cowboys”
who happened to be
Black

● Read and analyze the tall
tale of Thunder Rose.

Introduction to Timeline Analysis andHeroes

Introduction (10mins):
1. Introduce the day’s lesson: students will

explore stories and timelines, focusing on
actions and events that define heroes.

2. Briefly introduce "Thunder Rose," the
fictional tall tale hero, and discuss what
makes someone famous or infamous.

Story Reading: Thunder Rose (20mins):
1. Read aloud “Thunder Rose” to the class.

Pause occasionally to ask comprehension
questions.

2. Highlight key events in the story that show
Thunder Rose’s heroic qualities.

Timeline Activity: Thunder Rose (15mins):
1. On the board or a large chart, create a

timeline of major events in "Thunder Rose."

2. Discuss with students which actions were
significant and how they contributed to her
heroism.
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https://www.jerdinenolen.com/books/bk_thunder_rose.html
https://pulitzercenter.org/stories/untold-story-black-cowboys-america-how-one-florida-farmer-made-history
https://pulitzercenter.org/stories/untold-story-black-cowboys-america-how-one-florida-farmer-made-history
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Discover a news story about Black Cowboys in
America (20mins):

1. Introduce the reporting to students,
connecting Thunder Rose to Al Everett.

2. Pull the following quotes from the article
and encourage students to analyze them
using see, think, wonder strategies in table
groups or post them around the room and
facilitate a gallery walk.
● “We are intertwined and braided into

the history of America,” said Everett.
● “You don’t read about that in the books,

now do you?” Everett asked. “Wewas
the everyday cowboy back then. They
called the white man cowhand and the
Blackman cowboy.”

● “They didn’t want to see us on their
picture screen—wewere Black,” said
Everett. “They only wanted to see what
made them feel good and that was
another white person. They wanted to
erase us.”

● “I was invited to the 17th annual event
and inducted into the CowboyHall of
Fame up in Texas,” said Everett. “I
couldn’t believe it. My daughter and
her friendwere withme and between
them two, they had to holdme up. I
burst into tears because I couldn’t fight
anymore.”

3. Screen the video from The Untold Story of
Black Cowboys in America: HowOne Florida
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FarmerMade History by Ashonti Ford for
Spectrum Bay News.

GroupDiscussion: Heroes (10mins):
Lead a discussion focusing on the themes of
erasure and heroism. Ultimately, students should
be able to discuss the following:

● How did Al Everett fight erasure of Black
history by telling the story of Black
cowboys?

● Is Al Everett a hero?Why?
● As a class, discuss what made Thunder

Rose a hero.Was she famous or
infamous?Why?

● Ask students to share examples of heroes
they know in real life or from other
stories.

Day 2
If DominicanWere a Color by
Sili Recio.

Distant Neighbors: HowNew
Immigrants Are Serrating
Relations Between Haiti and
the DR byMacollvie Neel,
Ralph Cherry andMarvens
Compere for The Haitian
Times
**pre-read the project and
choose a couple of articles that
would resonate with your
students

Divided island: HowHaiti and
the DR became two worlds
from Vox.com (15:51)

Create the following
resources for
students:

Graphic Organizer
for students to
accompany your
presentation of Haiti
and the Dominican
Republic

A collection of
accessible research
materials that
include facts about

Students will be able to…
● Describe cultural

attributes for both Haiti
and the Dominican
Republic

● Describe the history and
connection between the
two countries, focusing
on key historical events
and contemporary news
reporting

● Analyze a range of texts
about Haiti and the
Dominican Republic to
gather

Introduction to Hispaniola (10mins):

1. Show students amap of the Caribbean,
focusing on the island of Hispaniola which
contains two countries: Haiti and the
Dominican Republic.

2. Explain that today, they will be learning
about both countries, their similarities, and
differences.

3. Provide a brief overview of Haiti and the
Dominican Republic.
a. Give a quick introduction to both

countries.
b. Focus on their geography, languages and

other cultural elements (food, music,
celebrations).

Research and VennDiagramActivity (20mins):
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Why did Haiti and the
Dominican Republic Break
Up? (Short Animated
Documentary) fromHistory
Matters (3:23)

Create the following
resources:
Slide deck/presentation that
introduces both Haiti and the
Dominican Republic

1. Divide the class into two groups: one
focusing onHaiti and the other on the
Dominican Republic.

2. Provide researchmaterials (books, articles,
or handouts) about both countries, focusing
on key facts like geography, history,
language, culture, and government.

3. Encourage students to take notes on key
aspects of each country.

Class VennDiagram (15mins):
1. On the board or a large chart, create a class

Venn diagram comparing and contrasting
Haiti and the Dominican Republic.

2. Ask students to contribute facts from their
research to fill in the overlapping and
separate sections of the diagram (e.g.,
Haiti's history of slavery and the Haitian
Revolution vs. Dominican Republic's
Spanish influence).

Sharing Personal Stories (10mins):
1. If there are students fromHaiti or the

Dominican Republic in the class, invite them
to share personal experiences about their
country.Encourage them to talk about any
trips, family traditions, or unique aspects of
their country.

2. Discuss how learning from people who have
lived in or visited these countries helps us
understand their culture better than just
reading about them.

Reading on the Haitian Revolution (25mins):
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1. Introduction to the Haitian Revolution:
a. Introduce the topic by explaining that

Haiti was once a colony of France and
enslavedmany Africans.

b. Explain that the Haitian Revolution was
the first successful slave rebellion, and it
led to Haiti’s independence from France
in 1804.

2. Read the Article: Read aloud or have
students read an article about the Haitian
Revolution. in small groups.
a. Pre-teach any challenging terms.
b. If reading aloud, stop to focus on the key

events that led to Haiti gaining its
freedom.

3. Lead a class discussion focused on the
following questions:
a. Whywas the Haitian Revolution

important not just for Haiti, but for the
world?

b. Ask students how they think this
historical event shapedHaiti’s future.

Wrap-Up (5mins):
1. Reflection: Ask students to write a brief

reflection onwhat they foundmost
interesting about Haiti and the Dominican
Republic. This could be a fact from the Venn
diagram, something from the student
presentations, or the Haitian Revolution.

2. Summarize the lesson by emphasizing the
importance of learning about different
countries, cultures, and their history.
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Day 3
ABCs of Black History by Rio
Cortez

Black History Month for Kids:
Discover African American
Heroes by Pippin Kids (15:36)
or Black History Month for Kids
byHomeschool Pop (4:54)

Eyes on the Prize with Dr.
Henry Louis Gates from PBS

Create the following
resources for your
students as needed:

● Graphic
Organizer

● Worksheet

Objectives:
Students will…
● Learn about key figures

in Black history by
reading The ABCs of Black
History

● Research one historical
figure of their choice

● Analyze an excerpt from
the PBS documentary
series Eyes on the Prize

● Research historical
origins of Black and
students

● Group and class
discussions on key
historical events

MeetingOur Black History Heroes
**Educator note: this is a one-day lesson plan for
students based on the theme of "Traveling
Through Time toMeet Black History Heroes.”

Introduction: Traveling Through Time (5mins)
1. Hook: Tell students, “Today, we are going to

travel through time tomeet heroes from
Black history who changed the world.”

2. Briefly explain how important historical
figures have impacted the fight for freedom,
equality, and civil rights.

3. Preview the Lesson. Students will be…
a. ReadingThe ABCs of Black History
b. Researching one historical figure
c. Watching part of a documentary series

called Eyes on the Prize.

Reading: The ABCs of Black History (15mins):
1. Read The ABCs of Black History to the class,

pausing to discuss significant figures as you
go through each letter.
● Highlight major contributions
● Ask brief questions to engage students

(e.g., “What do you thinkmade this
person a hero?”).

2. GroupDiscussion: Discuss the variety of
people mentioned in the book. Ask students
to share which person stood out to them
andwhy.

Researching a Black History Hero (15mins):

16 of 27

https://www.hachettebookgroup.com/titles/rio-cortez/the-abcs-of-black-history/9781523507498/?lens=workman-publishing-company
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c-ggEHCJOUA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c-ggEHCJOUA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c-ggEHCJOUA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ryXqoXPkbo&list=PLNmq_T1B9ljIVPLz5n7Qp8VgUcrKmRws2
https://www.pbs.org/show/eyes-on-the-prize/
https://www.pbs.org/show/eyes-on-the-prize/


Exploring Black andHispanic Excellence: Stories andOrigins
Unit by LaverneMickens, part of the 2023-2024 Pulitzer Center Teacher Fellowship
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

1. Choosing a Historical Figure: Ask students
to choose one figure from The ABCs of Black
History that they would like to research and
write about.
a. Provide a list of additional notable

figures for students whowant to
explore someone notmentioned in the
book.

b. Provide students with short articles,
books, or online resources about the
figures they’ve chosen.

c. As they research, have them focus on
three key questions:
➜ Whatmade this person famous or

important in Black history?
➜ What challenges did they overcome?
➜ How did they impact the world?

Writing about a Black History Hero (15mins):
1. Writing Prompt: Have students write a

short paragraph or page about the person
they researched. They should include key
facts from their research, such as the
person's background, achievements, and
legacy.

2. Peer Sharing: have students share their
paragraphs with a partner or small group to
exchangewhat they learned.

Viewing: Eyes on the Prize (20mins):
1. Introduction to Eyes on the Prize: Introduce

the documentary series, explaining that it
covers the Civil RightsMovement in the U.S.

17 of 27



Exploring Black andHispanic Excellence: Stories andOrigins
Unit by LaverneMickens, part of the 2023-2024 Pulitzer Center Teacher Fellowship
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

and highlights many Black history heroes
they’ve been learning about.

2. Watch a Segment: Choose a short,
age-appropriate excerpt from Eyes on the
Prize (10-15minutes) that focuses on a
major figure or event in the Civil Rights
Movement, such asMartin Luther King Jr.,
Rosa Parks, or theMontgomery Bus
Boycott.

3. Use the following questions to lead a guided
discussion:
● How did the people in the film show

bravery?
● What actions did they take to stand up

for their rights?
● How do these events connect to the

people we researched?

Wrap-Up and Reflection (5mins):
1. Reflection: Ask students to reflect in their

journals about what they learned today.
They canwrite about the person they
researched, something they learned from
Eyes on the Prize, or what it means to be a
hero.

2. Closing Thoughts: End the lesson by
emphasizing the importance of
remembering and honoring Black history
heroes and how their actions have shaped
the world today.

Day 4 &
5

PebbleGo.com

Brittannica Kids

● Students begin
research on the
origins of Black and

Research Heroes (full day):
Students will choose a hero in history to
research and a country of origin.

18 of 27

http://pebblego.com
https://kids.britannica.com/


Exploring Black andHispanic Excellence: Stories andOrigins
Unit by LaverneMickens, part of the 2023-2024 Pulitzer Center Teacher Fellowship
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Hispanic students.
● Guidance on reliable

sources and
effective
note-taking.

1. Encourage students to research the
following about their hero’s country of
origin:

a. food
b. music
c. geography

2. Introduce sources including:
● PebbleGo
● Britannica

3. Introduce note taking strategies and
tools.

4. Hold space for students to research
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Pacing Focus text(s) / resource(s)
for today’s lesson

LessonMaterials LessonObjective(s) or
Essential Question(s)

Lesson / Activities

Week 3: Art andMusic Exploration:

Day 1
Pre-collected resources for
students to use as research

Art supplies Objectives:
Students will…
● Research facts about a

country and hero
● Create an illustration

that represents their
chosen country and hero

Research and Planning for Art Project

Introduction to the Art Project (10mins):
1. Explain to students that they will create an

art piece that represents their country of
origin and a historical hero from that
country or culture.

2. Discuss how they can incorporate the land
(geography, landmarks, etc.) and the person
they admire (a hero or historical figure).

3. Remind students of any previous research
they’ve done (if applicable) on their country
of origin and a historical figure.

Research and Idea Brainstorming (20mins):
Have students spend time researching their
country of origin and the chosen hero inmore
detail.

1. Provide books, articles, andwebsites for
students to explore the geography, culture,
and history of their chosen country.

2. Encourage students to focus on important
features of the land (flags, landmarks,
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natural features) and traits or achievements
of their hero.

3. Have students generate ideas about how
theywill represent both their country and
hero in their artwork. Provide guiding
questions such as:
● How can you show your hero in the

artwork?
● What parts of the land or culture are

important to include?

Sketching and Planning (20mins):

1. Have students complete an initial sketch:
a. Give students paper to sketch their

ideas. Encourage them to think about
composition, colors, and the layout of
their artwork.

b. Have them include both elements:
● something representing the land

(like a flag or landscape)
● their hero (a portrait or symbol of

their achievements).

2. Teacher Feedback: Circulate the room to
offer guidance and feedback on their
sketches. Encourage creativity and ensure
they are combining both themes (land and
hero).

Day 2
Art Supplies Objectives:

Students will use their
research, sketches, and
materials from the classroom
and art teacher to create their
final art pieces.

Creating the Art Pieces

Introduction toMaterials (10mins):
1. Introduce thematerials available for the

project (paint, colored pencils, markers,
collagematerials, etc.)
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a. Discuss how students can use the
different materials creatively to bring
their sketches to life

b. Share norms / rules / procedures for
using thematerials.

Creating the Art (40mins):
1. Art Creation Process:

● Students will begin working on their
final art pieces based on their sketches
fromDay 1.

● Encourage them to use different art
techniques (painting, drawing, collaging)
to represent both their country of origin
and their hero.

2. Teacher Support:Walk around the room to
offer encouragement, answer questions,
and provide assistance with usingmaterials.

3. Finishing Touches: As students approach
the end of the session, remind them to add
final details and ensure both themes
(country and hero) are clearly represented
in their artwork.

Wrap-Up and Sharing (10mins):

1. Have students share their artwork with the
class in small groups or pairs. Encourage
them to explain what they included from
their country of origin andwhy they chose
their historical hero.

2. Ask students to reflect on the process of
creating their art.

22 of 27



Exploring Black andHispanic Excellence: Stories andOrigins
Unit by LaverneMickens, part of the 2023-2024 Pulitzer Center Teacher Fellowship
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

➜ What did they enjoy learning about
their country or hero?

➜ How did it feel to represent this in their
artwork?

Day 3
Musical Instruments
and resources from
themusic teacher
classroom:
**Sheet music
**Composition books
**headphones
**Ukelele
*African Drums
**Bongos

Objectives:
Students will collaborate to
compose the lyrics and begin
composing themusic for an
original song that symbolizes
unity, incorporating elements
fromAfrican, Hispanic, Latin
American, and African
American cultures.

Introduction and Songwriting

Introduction to the Project (10mins):

Explain to the students that they will work
together to create an original song symbolizing
unity. Discuss how the songwill includemusical
and cultural elements fromAfrican, Hispanic,
Latin American, and African American traditions.

What is Unity inMusic? (5mins):
Engage students in a discussion about what unity
means and howmusic can bring people together.
Discuss how different cultures contribute to the
richness of music and how blending these can
symbolize harmony.

ExploringMusical Elements fromDifferent
Cultures (15mins):

1. Introduction to Cultural Influences: Briefly
introduce some keymusical elements from
each culture:
● African rhythms (drumming,

call-and-response patterns).
● Hispanic and Latin American rhythms

(salsa, samba, or mariachi influences).
● African American traditions (jazz, blues,

and gospel).

23 of 27



Exploring Black andHispanic Excellence: Stories andOrigins
Unit by LaverneMickens, part of the 2023-2024 Pulitzer Center Teacher Fellowship
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Play short music clips to give students a
sense of the different sounds.

3. Brainstormwith students on themes that
can reflect unity (e.g., community,
togetherness, diversity, and peace).

Songwriting: Lyric Composition (20mins):

1. Have students brainstorm lyrics in small
groups.
a. Divide the class into small groups. Each

groupwill brainstorm ideas for lyrics
that reflect the theme of unity and
diversity.

b. Encourage students to include
references to the different cultures and
the ideas they discussed earlier.

2. Have students continue working in their
small groups to write verses and a chorus.
a. Guide students in structuring the song,

ensuring that the lyrics reflect both
cultural elements and the theme of
unity.

b. Have each groupwork on a section (e.g.,
one groupmight write about
community, while another focuses on
harmony between cultures).

Sharing and Finalizing Lyrics (10mins):
1. Have each group share their lyrics with the

class.

2. As a class, decide how to combine the
verses and chorus into a cohesive song.
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3. Work as a class to refine the lyrics, ensuring
they flowwell and represent unity among
cultures.

Day 4
Musical Instruments
and resources from
themusic teacher
classroom:
**Sheet music
**Composition books
**headphones
**Ukelele
*African Drums
**Bongos

Objectives:
Students will collaborate to
compose themusic for the
song, working with themusic
teacher to incorporate
rhythms and instruments
from different cultures. They
will rehearse the song for
performance.

Music Composition & Performance Preparation

Introduction toMusic Composition (10mins):
1. Review the lyrics composed on the previous

day and discuss how themusic will reflect
the cultural elements mentioned in the
song.

2. **Suggested collaboration: Invite themusic
teacher to help guide students by
introducingmelody, rhythm, structure and a
range of instruments students can use.

Composing theMusic (30mins):
1. Incorporating Cultural Rhythms: Ask the

music teacher to demonstrate simple
rhythms ormelodies fromAfrican, Hispanic,
Latin American, and African American
musical traditions.

2. As a class, decide which rhythms and
musical elements to include in different
parts of the song (e.g., African drumming for
the verse, Latin American beats for the
chorus).

3. Group InstrumentalWork: Divide students
into small groups based on available
instruments (e.g., drums, shakers,
xylophones) and assign each group a section
of the song to perform.
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Rehearsing the Song (15mins):
1. With the support of themusic teacher, bring

the groups together to rehearse the song as
a whole, combining lyrics with themusic
they composed.

2. After a rehearsal, discuss as a class what
went well andwhat needs improvement.

3. Make any necessary adjustments to the
lyrics, rhythm, or instrumental parts.

Wrap-Up and Reflection (5mins):

1. Ask students to reflect on how theyworked
together to create a song that symbolizes
unity. How did incorporating different
cultures make the song stronger andmore
meaningful?

2. Let students know that their song will be
performed for the class or school later in
the week, allowing them to take pride in
their work.

Day 5
Art supplies

Musical instruments

Musical resources

Objectives:
Students will…
● Continue working on art

andmusic projects.
● Discuss the importance

of artistic expression in
celebrating diversity.

Continue to hold space for students to work on
both the art pieces and ourmusical
compositions.
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Pacing Focus text(s) / resource(s)
for today’s lesson

LessonMaterials LessonObjective(s) or
Essential Question(s)

Lesson / Activities

Culminating Project and Final Reflection

Day 1 -
3

Objectives:
Students will be able to…
● Leverage unstructured

time to work on their art
andmusic projects

Lesson Steps:
1. Hold time for students to complete and

refine art andmusic projects. Offer
support where needed.

2. Finalize research projects and timelines.

Days 4 -
5

Objectives:
Students will be able to…
● Represent their personal

and collective cultures
through research-driven
art and performance

Multicultural Fair:
Setup and present projects in aMulticultural
Fair.

1. Share and explore peer evaluations and
reflections on the unit with students.

2. Choose a room and finalize an agenda for
theMulticultural Fair that celebrates
diversity with families and the school
community.

a. Offer attendees ways to engage
with the themes of culture and
diversity.
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