
African American History 400+ 
years of Resistance, 

Resilience, Power, and Pride 
Today you will become smarter about the role the abolitionist movement played in resistance 

and revolts by examining the case of Anthony Burns and the Boston Slave Riot.



Standards/SJ Standards
                                         Social Justice Standards

History Social Science Standards CA

Teaching Hard History Standards

https://www.learningforjustice.org/sites/default/files/2020-09/TT-Social-Justice-Standards-Anti-bias-framework-2020.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/histsocscistnd.pdf
https://www.learningforjustice.org/frameworks/teaching-hard-history/american-slavery/k-5-framework


There were other similar cases of Resistance like the 
Crosswhite affair….Anthony Burns & The Boston Slave 
Riot

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x-Of33j4qFg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x-Of33j4qFg


 

PBS Video of Anthony Burns 

https://www.pbs.org/video/american-experience-failed-protests/


News report 
from the 
Library of 
Congress

Full source from library of 
congress

https://www.loc.gov/item/04033077/
https://www.loc.gov/item/04033077/


A,E,I,O,U,1,2 Use this approach to help read words with multiple syllables.

1.

2. Place an X under each A, E, I, O, U
3. Count the letters between the X’s
4. Split between: 

(X and X) example: jo/vi/al
(X and 1) example: te/na/cious
(1 and 2) example: bal/lad

Do not separate blends or word groupings that need each other. 
ous, qu, bi, cl, dr, pr, cial, tion

Liberty
Freedom
Compromise



Source:
PBS

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2915.html
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2915.html




Interactive 
timeline for 
Anthony Burns

https://www.nps.gov/articles/-god-made-me-a-man-not-a-slave-the-arrest-of-anthony-burns.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/-god-made-me-a-man-not-a-slave-the-arrest-of-anthony-burns.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/-god-made-me-a-man-not-a-slave-the-arrest-of-anthony-burns.htm




The Underground _________________was not a real railroad. It was a _________________of people, both black and white, who helped 

enslaved people, people forced to perform labor and services against their will, escape from their enslavers, people who enslave 

another person. This __________________was called “Underground” because it was top secret, and “Railroad” because terms like 

“___________” and “depot” were used as codes for helpers and safe places.

People who escape slavery were considered fugitives, because it was against the law to escape. Many _____________went to the 

northern United States and Canada where they could be free. Many of the fugitives that came to Michigan were enslaved in Kentucky.

 

Cloze Passage to Build Comprehension
Network Conductor Fugitives Railroad 



1. Why was the trial of Anthony Burns important 
historically?

2. What was the role of Abolitionists in the 
resistance of the enslaved? 



The Underground Railroad was not a real railroad. It was a network of people, both black and white, who helped enslaved 

people, people forced to perform labor and services against their will, escape from their enslavers, people who enslave 

another person. This network was called “Underground” because it was top secret, and “Railroad” because terms like 

“conductor” and “depot” were used as codes for helpers and safe places.People who escape slavery were considered 

fugitives, because it was against the law to escape. Many fugitives went to the northern United States and Canada where 

they could be free. Many of the fugitives that came to Michigan were enslaved in Kentucky.Escaping was dangerous. 

Fugitives were determined, cautious, and courageous. They knew that the punishment was harsh if they were caught. 

Many fugitives that were caught were whipped, beaten or even made to wear chains.Traveling north was also very 

dangerous. Fugitives had to be careful not to be noticed, so many wore disguises. They traveled mostly by foot, but 

sometimes by horse, train or even fancy carriages. Conductors on the Underground Railroad helped them find routes and 

ways to escape to the north.

Fluency Practice Practice reading the text below with a partner.  The goal is to read the text with 100% accuracy.  The 
words in red are from the A, E, I, O, U, 1, 2 List. 



Writing Tips Use the following tips to complete your writing using the texts and 
the videos. Remember to include what you learned about the topic.  Also, share your 
thinking about what you learned. 

Using the texts and videos, write about 

● Write what you learned about (topic) from the examples, the reading and the videos. 
● Write what you will do with what you have learned.
● What thoughts or questions do you have after today’s lesson?

Writing Structure- summary sentences

Sentence starters-

Today I learned about…

One thing I connected with was …

This helped me understand ….

An example of resistance was …..

https://www.thewritingrevolution.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Sentence-Summary.pdf


Read Aloud: Crown: An Ode to a Fresh Cut

Did you know that barber shops were safe havens for black liberation 
activists?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B1yCg2PdeEA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B1yCg2PdeEA
https://nationalbarbers.org/the-history-of-black-barbershops/#:~:text=Black%20barbershops%20were%20safe%20haven,the%20beginning%20of%20the%201980s.
https://nationalbarbers.org/the-history-of-black-barbershops/#:~:text=Black%20barbershops%20were%20safe%20haven,the%20beginning%20of%20the%201980s.




Black HAIR, Braids, Locs and LOVE

Teacher and 
Student 
Resource for 
Additional 
Research

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3haTkrq-yVM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8agJ_6LVxyk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_l0rEJq1_s
https://www.blackhairsyllabus.com/childrens-literatur
https://www.blackhairsyllabus.com/childrens-literatur
https://www.blackhairsyllabus.com/childrens-literatur
https://www.blackhairsyllabus.com/childrens-literatur
https://www.blackhairsyllabus.com/childrens-literatur

