
African American History 400+ 
years of Resistance, 

Resilience, Power, and Pride
Today you will become smarter about the origins and impact 

of the Black Lives Matter movement



Standards/SJ Standards
                                         Social Justice Standards

History Social Science Standards CA

Teaching Hard History Standards

https://www.learningforjustice.org/sites/default/files/2020-09/TT-Social-Justice-Standards-Anti-bias-framework-2020.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/histsocscistnd.pdf
https://www.learningforjustice.org/frameworks/teaching-hard-history/american-slavery/k-5-framework


The cry for Black Lives Mattering

President Obama: Trayvon Martin Made America Confront Its Original Sin | NYT 
Opinion

Or   

Origins of Black Lives Matter (7 min) (start at 1:15 to avoid language)

https://youtu.be/C1kTEit6-qw
https://youtu.be/C1kTEit6-qw


Alicia Garza on her Facebook post that started Black Lives Matter 

https://www.usatoday.com/videos/tech/2015/03/04/24359011/
https://www.usatoday.com/videos/tech/2015/03/04/24359011/


#BlackLivesMatter
Jessica Guynn
USA TODAY (MArch 4th 2

Alicia Garza was watching television news in an Oakland, Calif., bar with friends when neighborhood watch volunteer George Zimmerman was 
acquitted of murder in the killing of Trayvon Martin, an unarmed 17-year-old African-American.

"It was as if we had all been punched in the gut," she recalled.  She pulled out her phone to check Facebook. "What I saw was really disappointing," 
Garza said.

Many of the responses "were blaming black people for our own conditions," she said. "It wasn't Trayvon Martin's fault that (Zimmerman) stopped 
him and murdered him. ... It really has to do with a society that has a really sick disease and that disease is racism."

Martin could just as easily have been her brother, a gentle, 6-foot, 25-year-old with a big Afro "who could never hurt a fly," Garza said.

"I felt not only enraged but a deep sense of grief that I can't protect him. I can't protect him against this cancer," she said.

So she composed a love note to black people on Facebook, urging them to come together to ensure "that black lives matter."

Her friend, Patrisse Cullors, a community organizer from Los Angeles, spotted the Facebook post and put a hashtag in front of those three words. 
#BlackLivesMatter was born.

The hashtag spread so quickly on social media because it distilled the complexities of police brutality, racial inequality and social justice "into a 
simple, easy to remember slogan that fits in a Tweet or on a T-shirt



Crash Course-Black Lives Matter

https://youtu.be/i_OU4EcWQ6I?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/i_OU4EcWQ6I?feature=shared


A,E,I,O,U,1,2 Use this approach to help read words with multiple syllables.

1.

2. Place an X under each A, E, I, O, U
3. Count the letters between the X’s
4. Split between: 

(X and X) example: jo/vi/al
(X and 1) example: te/na/cious
(1 and 2) example: bal/lad

Do not separate blends or word groupings that need each other. 
ous, qu, bi, cl, dr, pr, cial, tion

Intervening

reimagine 

Breathable

foundational



Black Lives Matter has 6 pillars: 

 POLICY
 ARTS
 HEALING JUSTICE
 FRONTLINE ORGANIZING
 RESEARCH & EDUCATION
 CULTURE

Here is a statement about what BLM is doing in the area of POLICY
 
We are intervening on existing and new policies that reimagine 
a world without punitive measures and create a world where Black 
people have all that we need: food, education, housing, health care, 
clean water, breathable air, and everything that is foundational to 
personal and community safety. 

https://impact.blacklivesmatter.com/policy/
https://impact.blacklivesmatter.com/arts/
https://impact.blacklivesmatter.com/healing-justice/
https://impact.blacklivesmatter.com/frontline-organizing/
https://impact.blacklivesmatter.com/research-education/
https://impact.blacklivesmatter.com/culture/


https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Black-Lives-Matter/632612
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Black-Lives-Matter/632612


Poetry of the movement

let ruin end here

let him find honey
where there was once a slaughter

let him enter the lion’s cage
& find a field of lilacs

let this be the healing
& if not   let it be

‘little prayer’ by Danez Smith (picture below) was 
published in 2017 in Don’t Call Us Dead. It is an elegy, 
written in honor of Michael Brown, an 18-year-old 
Black man who was shot in August 2014. The event 
birthed the slogan “Hands up, don’t shoot,” which’s still 
used to this day during protests (also picture below)  

https://poemanalysis.com/genre/elegy/


In recent years, the world has witnessed the emergence of a powerful movement called Black 
Lives Matter. This movement emerged as a response to the longstanding racial injustices faced 
by Black communities. Black Lives Matter is not just a phrase but a resounding call for justice, 
equality, and human rights.

Through peaceful protests, activism, and social media, people from all walks of life have come 
together to raise their voices and demand change. The movement aims to shed light on 
________ racism, police brutality, and the need for ________ eforms that treat everyone with 
fairness and respect, regardless of their skin color.

Black Lives Matter stands for unity and________ , empowering voices that have been 
________ for far too long. It is a reminder that we must confront America’s hard histories, learn 
from them, and build a brighter future together.

systemic  societal  solidarity marginalized 



In recent years, the world has witnessed the emergence of a powerful movement called Black Lives Matter. 
This movement emerged as a response to the longstanding racial injustices faced by Black communities. 
Black Lives Matter is not just a phrase but a resounding call for justice, equality, and human rights.

Through peaceful protests, activism, and social media, people from all walks of life have come together to 
raise their voices and demand change. The movement aims to shed light on systemic racism, police brutality, 
and the need for societal reforms that treat everyone with fairness and respect, regardless of their skin color.

Black Lives Matter stands for unity and solidarity, empowering voices that have been marginalized for far too 
long. It is a reminder that we must confront America’s hard histories, learn from them, and build a brighter 
future together.

Fluency Practice Practice reading the text below with a partner.  The goal is to read the text with 100% accuracy.  The 
words in red are from the A, E, I, O, U, 1, 2 List. 



What is the purpose of the Black Lives Matter organization? 

Why have so many people participated in protests
related to Black Lives Matter?

How is the Black Lives Matter movement of the 2020s similar to the 
Civil Rights movement of the 1960s

How is it different? 

 
 

Class Discussion



Writing Tips Use the following tips to complete your writing using the texts and 
the videos. Remember to include what you learned about the topic.  Also, share your 
thinking about what you learned. 

Using the texts and videos, write about Black Lives Matter 

● Write what you learned about (topic) from the examples, the reading and the 
videos. 

● Write what you will do with what you have learned.
● What thoughts or questions do you have after today’s lesson?

Writing Structure- summary sentences

https://www.thewritingrevolution.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Sentence-Summary.pdf


Many places across the world have used art to proclaim 
support for the Black Lives Matter movement.  

This example is from St. Petersburg, Florida
Can you find local examples? 


