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Oral History Resources

Summative: Write a monologue based on an oral history that responds to one of the issues

presented by the 1619 Project and Notes From the Field, in the style of Anna Deavere Smith’s

work. Reflect on the process of incorporating knowledge and skills from multiple classes

through rationale and reflection.

Here are some oral histories that are focused on civil rights issues. Teachers can either select one

to listen to together or give students the choice to select on their own. Note that the group

represents Americans who have struggled with Civil Rights- including Latino and Filipino

voices.

Oral History with Photographs and Transcripts

1. From The New York Times, “Four Stories of Black Healing”

In this lesson, students will learn about Black healing through photographs and narrative

essays. Then, they will reflect by creating a one-pager or taking their own photographs.

Oral Histories withWritten Transcripts

1. The Smithsonian oral history collections with relevance to the Civil Rights movement to

obtain justice, freedom and equality for African Americans and to record and make

widely accessible new interviews with people who participated in the struggle.

2. The Farmworker Movement Documentation Project, founded in 2003 by LeRoy

Chatfield, is a labor of love. The project seeks to compile and publish primary source

accounts from the volunteers who worked with Cesar Chavez to build his farmworker

movement during the period, 1962-1993.

3. Interviews in Spanish. The Bracero Program, which brought millions of Mexican guest

workers to the United States, ended more than four decades ago. Current debates about

immigration policy-including discussions about a new guest worker program-have put

the program back in the news and made it all the more important to understand this

chapter of American history.

4. Oral history interview of Philip Vera Cruz, who accounts Filipino migrant labor patterns

in Western United States, along with his sentiments regarding the United FarmWorkers.
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Oral HIstories without Transcripts

1. The Julian Bond Oral History Project is a comprehensive website dedicated to the work

and career of Julian Bond the broader Southern civil rights movement. The individuals

interviewed for this project also tell their own stories, some of which have never been

fully documented by academics and journalists, about coming into the civil rights

movement – their experiences that motivated their decisions, their approach to social

change and the social, political and legal strategies developed and utilized to achieve

those goals.
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