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Journal Entries

These journal entries will form the basis for your Criterion C grade. You will complete an overall
reflection on the Interdisciplinary Unit using these reflections. Please do not submit these until
the end of the unit. Aim for around 150-200 words per journal entry.

Journal #1:

What do you already know that will help you in this unit? Think about: restorative narratives,
civil rights issues, the Bill of Rights, plays and dramatic texts, reading nonfiction, and reading
dialect and monologue. Look at the objectives for English and Government. Think about the
Statement of Inquiry: “Government policy directly and indirectly impacts communities and
individuals, which can be discovered through data as well as personal narrative.” What do you
think, know, or believe? Be specific — think about what you know about the topic, or the process
of doing research and oral history or monologue. Be sure to specify where and how you learned
what you know and give examples.
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Journal #2:

What is challenging about reading thematically related texts of different genres in two different
classes? We have read monologues, articles, poems, and narratives. How are these genres
different, and how are they similar? How does reading all of this together help you? Are there
ways in which this Interdisciplinary Unit is confusing? Reflect on one way that what you are
learning in Government is helping you with English, and one way that something you have
learned in English is helping you in Government.
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Journal #3:

Process the Socratic Seminar we had today in this reflective entry. Please write for at least 20
minutes; concern yourself less with polishing your thoughts and more with exploring your
thoughts.

e Do Baldwin’s questions still apply? He did ask them 50 years ago, after all. If you do not
feel these questions still apply, then explain how you believe society has changed since
1971.

Are you part of what society is “wasting” by not respecting you or valuing you enough?
Do you have a history?

What is your personal and social history?

How does that history impact your sense of value in the world? How can you change the
way you tell your story?

Per Baldwin’s question, what should we do about the children?

What questions might you want to ask (and answer) this unit on societal inequalities?
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Journal #4:

You are using the oral history skills from your Government course in your English class. Have
you encountered any issues with this? Have you found any insights from using this material and
work in two classes?

e What is challenging about taking work from one class and using it in another?

e Reflect on one way that what you are learning in Government is helping you with
English, and one way that something you have learned in English is helping you in
Government.

What is one question you have for either your Government or English teacher?
Think about the issues that you have encountered in both Government and English.
Which ones are you interested in, and which ones might you want to learn more about?

e Then, brainstorm some people you could talk to about these issues, and note what kind

of answers they might offer.
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Journal #5:

What have you already learned in your classes that will help you adapt your oral history into a
monologue and make it a restorative narrative? Think about the content and/or the process that
you will use or are using to complete your oral history. Name specific class activities, readings,
and formatives you’ve done that will help.
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