Socratic Seminar Preparation Sheet

A: Read the prompt/article individually and annotate.

B: Highlight or underline at least one main idea per paragraph.
Insert brief summary of main point as a comment.
RECOMMENDATION- Number your paragraphs

C: Circle or highlight any unfamiliar words or phrases. Define them.
In order to identify a key term, consider if the word or phrase is…
· repeated
· defined by the author
· used to explain or represent an idea
· used in an original (unique) way
· a central concept or idea
· relevant to one’s reading purpose

D: Underline the author’s claim. 
A claim is an arguable statement or assertion made by the author. Data, facts, or other backing should support an author’s assertion.
· A claim may appear anywhere in the text (beginning, middle or end)
· A claim may not appear explicitly in the argument, so the reader must infer it from the evidence presented in the text.
· Often, an author will make several claims throughout his or her argument (subclaims)
· An author may signal his or her claim, letting you know that this is his or her position.

E: Summarize below the main points of each subsection.

F: Write down a minimum of six questions about what you have read. 
Develop 2 level 1 questions, 2 level 2 questions, and 2 level 3 questions.
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The quality of the learning in a Socratic seminar rests on the kinds of questions asked. Keep these guidelines in mind as you prepare questions below and as you think of additional questions while in the middle of the seminar:
• Be sure your questions are based on the text.
• Ask questions that are complex and require participants to think beyond what is directly stated in the text.
• Ask open-ended questions; don’t ask YES/NO questions.
• Ask questions to which there are no right or wrong answers.
• Regularly ask “Why?” “How do you know?” and “Why is this important?” to help participants expand their thoughts and responses.
• Ask questions that require participants to explain their reasoning, their assumptions, and to examine possible misunderstandings.

Develop a minimum of two questions for each level.

	Opening Questions
(Level I)
	Core/Guiding Questions
(Level II)
	Closing Questions
(Level III)
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Opening Questions

Description

Stem from context
Direct participants into the text
Elicit more than one-word
responses

Are generally concrete questions

Examples

‘What does this text ask us to do?
What is the theme of the reading?

What significance i this to ?

What are the assumptions of this text?

Could the two main characters have switched places? Why or
why not?

What might be some other good titles?

« Isit better to be or ?
«_In recent times, what well-known people are like 7
Guiding Questions
Description Examples

Move participants deeper into the
text and to examine the content of
the text

Help participants examine their
own thinking and encourage
revision of ideas

Help participants examine the
seminar dynamies to keep it/get it
on the right track

May ask for the interpretation of a
specific line or passage; often
“how” or “why” questions

May ask for clarification

May probe for assumptions,
reasons, other interpretations, etc.
Generally move the discussion
into the abstract

‘What other ideas have we learned about that might help us
understand this text?

Why does the main character think ?
How do you support that position from the text?

How does this idea connect to ?

If is true, then

Can you define what you mean by ?

Why do you say that?

What do we already know about ?

How can you verify or disprove that assumption?

What would happen if ?

Do you agree or disagree with his/her statement? Why?
What would be an example of ?

What s another way to look at it?
How are your thoughts now different from your initial ideas?
What would you say to someone who said ?
Howare ___and similar?

Whyis___important?

How can we move from debate back to dialogue?

Who has another perspective to offer that will help us re-
energize the conversation?

Closing Questions

Description

Establish relevance
Connect to the real world
Relate to the lives of the
participants

Are generally abstract

Examples

‘What can we do with our understanding of this text?
If you were writing this work, what would the ending be?
How does this idea connect to ?

Explain the consequences of the ideas in the text.
Predict/justify future developments.





