
Socratic Seminar Preparation Sheet

A: Read the prompt/article individually and annotate.

B: Highlight or underline at least one main idea per paragraph.

Insert brief summary of main point as a comment.

RECOMMENDATION- Number your paragraphs

C: Circle or highlight any unfamiliar words or phrases. Define them.

In order to identify a key term, consider if the word or phrase is…

● repeated

● defined by the author

● used to explain or represent an idea

● used in an original (unique) way

● a central concept or idea

● relevant to one’s reading purpose

D: Underline the author’s claim.

A claim is an arguable statement or assertion made by the author. Data, facts, or other backing

should support an author’s assertion.

● A claim may appear anywhere in the text (beginning, middle or end)

● A claim may not appear explicitly in the argument, so the reader must infer it from the

evidence presented in the text.

● Often, an author will make several claims throughout his or her argument (subclaims)

● An author may signal his or her claim, letting you know that this is his or her position.

E: Summarize below the main points of each subsection.

F: Write down a minimum of six questions about what you have read.

Develop 2 level 1 questions, 2 level 2 questions, and 2 level 3 questions.



The quality of the learning in a Socratic seminar rests on the kinds of questions asked. Keep these guidelines in mind as you prepare

questions below and as you think of additional questions while in the middle of the seminar:

• Be sure your questions are based on the text.

• Ask questions that are complex and require participants to think beyond what is directly stated in the text.

• Ask open-ended questions; don’t ask YES/NO questions.

• Ask questions to which there are no right or wrong answers.

• Regularly ask “Why?” “How do you know?” and “Why is this important?” to help participants expand their thoughts and responses.

• Ask questions that require participants to explain their reasoning, their assumptions, and to examine possible misunderstandings.

Develop a minimum of two questions for each level.



Opening Questions

(Level I)

Core/Guiding Questions

(Level II)

Closing Questions

(Level III)


