
Reconstruction in Five 
Acts-Day 2

How did blacks use  power and agency to push back against white supremacy and move America towards its democratic ideal/identity?   before, during, and after Reconstruction?

-          Financial freedom



Do-Now

What does the word power mean to you?

Power



Vocabulary-What is power and agency?

Write the definitions in your notes.

Power: (n) )- a right or authority that is delegated to a person or a body,political or 
social authority, or the capacity or ability to direct or influence the behavior of 
others or the course of events.

Agency: (n)- action or intervention especially as such to produce a particular 
result

 



Discuss and Debrief

Did enslaved Blacks have power or agency?



Close Reading-A Brief History of Slavery

Questions:

How did the system of slavery change after 
the 15th century?

What action did the Roman Catholic Church 
take, and what impact did this have?

Who was Queen Njinga? Why was she 
significant?

What-to-Do:

1. Closely read and annotate the text, 
after previewing the questions 
first

2. Be sure to create margin note jots 
for your annotations

3. Use your annotations and margin 
notes to help you answer the 
questions

https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/18maglabs_1619_issue_shipped_0.pdf


Close Reading-A Brief History of Slavery
Questions:

How did the system of slavery 
change after the 15th century?

What action did the Roman Catholic 
Church take, and what impact did 
this have?

Who was Queen Njinga? Why was 
she significant?

                           Responses



Stamp

 Both enslaved and free  Blacks actively resisted enslavement and fought to 
abolish it. These acts of resistance were acts of power and agency because in all 
instances they caused an impact on the system of slavery influencing some in 
society to work towards the abolition of slavery on moral grounds, forcing 
economic losses for slave owners, and for negotiating and earning freedom for 
themselves and families.
 



Discuss and Debrief

How did Blacks show power and agency? What was the result/impact?-Describe the result 
or the impact that these actions had, or what 
happened as a result.



Discuss and Debrief

Did enslaved Blacks have power or agency?



Stamp

 Both enslaved and free  Blacks actively resisted enslavement and fought to 
abolish it. These acts of resistance were acts of power and agency because in all 
instances they caused an impact on the system of slavery influencing some in 
society to work towards the abolition of slavery on moral grounds, forcing 
economic losses for slave owners, and for negotiating and earning freedom for 
themselves and families.
 



Assessment

How did Black people demonstrate power and agency during enslavement? 
Ensure your response includes background and context, a thesis, two pieces 
of evidence and analysis, and a conclusion


