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Power, Agency, & The Civil Rights Era (1950s-1980s)

Student Response Packet

Name:______________________ Date: ______________ Class: __________

Essential Question:How did Black people and people of color use their power and agency

during the Civil Rights Movement (1950s-1980s) to rebuild during times of oppression?

Do Now

Utilizing your prior knowledge, how have people resisted assimilation
1
and oppression

2
?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Using prior knowledge from previous lessons and/or outside of schoolHow did black people and

people of color as well as minority groups rebuild their identity/make a name for themselves

during a time of oppression (past and/or present)?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Framing

We have spent time exploring how Black people used power and agency during times of

oppression to rebuild their lives and community between the 1600s and 1800s. Today, we

continue to explore how this is seen throughout the mid-late 1900s.

Invest in the Essential Question:

What are the keywords in our Essential Question? Rewrite the Essential Question in your own

words below:

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Student Investigation: The Resistance Museum

Power and Agency Exhibit

Part One: Read and Analyze each Exhibit. Complete the Graphic Organizer. Become the Expert

on the Exhibit.

My Exhibit(s) Number

2
Oppression: unjust or cruel use of authority or power.

1
Assimilation: the process of adopting/accepting the language and culture of a dominant group while

abandoning your own
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Part Two: Meet up with your fellow experts and craft your poster to share your findings with the

whole class.

Exhibit 1: Young Lords

A Latinx-based civil/human rights organization that was once a street gang.
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Exhibit 2: 1964 NYC School Boycott

On Monday, Feb. 3, 1964, 464,000 New York City school children — almost half of the city’s

student body — boycotted school as part of a protest against school segregation. This was one

of the largest Civil Rights Movement demonstrations
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Exhibit 3: Peter Yew & Police Brutality Protests

On May 19, 1975, virtually every shop and factory in New York City’s Chinatown was closed,

with signs posted on windows and on doors reading “Closed to Protest Police Brutality.”
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Exhibit 4: Black Panther Party

Founded in 1966, the Black Panther Party (BPP) holds vital lessons for today’s movement to

confront racism and police violence
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Exhibit 5: Natural Hair Movement in 1966

Since 1945, EBONY magazine has shined a spotlight on the worlds of Black people in America

and worldwide. Their commitment to showcasing the best and brightest as well as

highlighting disparities in Black life has been, and will always be, the cornerstone to EBONY.

Exhibit 6: Shirley Chisholm
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Shirley Anita Chisholm was an American politician who, in 1968, became the first black

woman to be elected to the United States Congress. Chisholm represented New York's 12th

congressional district, a district centered on Bedford–Stuyvesant, for seven terms from 1969 to

1983. Shirely Chisholm was the first woman and Black American to run for president as part

of the democratic party primary in 1972 against all white men. Even though she was not taken

seriously and didn’t win the nomination, her slogan “Unbought and Unbossed” showed her

fearlessness and commitment to fighting for the rights of black people, women, and minorities

in America.
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Exhibit 7: The Birth of HipHop
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Part One: Research Poster Creation and Presentation

With your fellow Exhibits experts, create and present a poster explaining and

summarizing your findings. Posters should answer the following questions:

1. What was the key focus of your Exhibit? Explain

2. How does your Exhibit connect to resistance?

3. How did the people involved in the Exhibit demonstrate power and agency?

4. How does the Exhibit demonstrate that people of color used their power and

agency to resist and rebuild during the Civil Rights Movement?

5. Bonus-What is the connection and impact to the present?

Part Two: Graphic Organiser (Independent Task—Following Presentation)

How do all of these movements connect

to the topic of resistance, power, and

agency?

What impact did these events have on

society during that time and even now in

the current day?

Based on the other

exhibits/presentations, which Exhibits(s)

interest you the most? Why?

Why do they think some of these events

aren’t highlighted and taught commonly

in schools? Why do you think these

people or movements are unfamiliar to

the minds of the average person?
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Power and Agency during the Civil Rights Movement Exit Ticket

Name:______________________ Date: ______________ Class: __________

Prompt: How did Black people and people of color use their power and agency during the Civil

Rights Movement (1950s-1980s) to rebuild during times of oppression? Ensure your response

includes background and context, a thesis, two pieces of evidence and analysis, and a

conclusion.

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
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