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Reconstruction Figures Student Response Packet

Name:______________________ Date: ______________ Class: __________

Essential Question:Who were the key black figures during the Reconstruction Era and

Gilded Age and how did they demonstrate power and agency?

Do Now:

Based on what you know from prior classes, do you believe that there was a point in time when

black Americans began to grow in power? Explain.

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Do Now Connection:We have spent time exploring how Black people used power and agency

during enslavement. Today, we continue to explore how this is seen following the end of

enslavement during the Reconstruction Era and Gilded Age specifically with members of the

Black Elite.

Invest in the Essential Question:

What are the keywords in our Essential Question? Rewrite the Essential Question in your own

words below:

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Background and Context

What do you think is a black elite? What characteristics do they possess?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Respond to the following prompts as you watch and analyze this featurette video from the show

Gilded Age.

1. What kind of jobs were African Americans getting during this time in America?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
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2. Do you believe that African Americans gained power during this time? Explain.

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

3. Based on the featurette, what surprised you the most and what did you already know

from past lessons?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Group/Partner Activity: Student Investigation

At this point we all know that the black elites existed during the Reconstruction. They were able

to gain this status based on the people who fought for their rights around the country. Identify

the key black contributors to the Reconstruction Era. Utilize the slides to summarize the impact

of each of the contributors connecting it back to power and agency below.

1. Robert B Elliott

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

2. Ida B Wells

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

3. Frederick Douglass

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

4. Hiram Rhodes Revels

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
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Independent Activity: Choose one of the following texts to learn more about the Black elites.

You can select either Ida B. Wells or Hiram Revels. As you read, closely annotate the text then

answer the following questions below.

Source A: Hiram Revels
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Source B: Ida B. Wells
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Guided Questions:

1. Which source did you read?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

2. What is the context of this source? What was happening during the time period it

was written in?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

3. Who is the speaker’s audience? Who is this text written for? Explain.

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

4. What is the author’s purpose or motivation for creating this document? Explain.

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

5. What is the main idea of the source you selected? How does the author feel about

the topic? Is there a bias?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

6. How did these Black Elites demonstrate power and agency?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
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Reconstruction Student Response Packet Exit Ticket

Name:______________________ Date: ______________ Class: __________

Prompt: How did the Black elite demonstrate power and agency during the Reconstruction era?

Ensure your response includes background and context, a thesis, two pieces of evidence and

analysis, and a conclusion

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
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