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The Year We Learned to Fly
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	Symbols of flying
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	Ships and chains
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	Learning to fly
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Source: The Year We Learned to Fly by Jacqueline Woodson (Author), Rafael López (Illustrator)
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So our peaple learned to ly. she said.
They dreamed a thing and made it happen. -

Closed their eyes and flew away home. o

Lift your arms, my grandmother said, close your eyes,
and remember somebody somewhere at some point »
‘had to figure out they could fly.
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My grandmother said,

Lift your arms,

close your eyes,

take a deep breath,

and stop being so mean about everything.
Somebody somewhere at some point

was just as mad as you are now.

Y




image4.png
e

My grandmother had leamed to fly
from the people who came before.

They were aunts and uncles and cousins
who were brought here on huge ships,

their wrists and ankles cuffed in iron, ‘
but, my grandmother said, >
| nobody can ever cuff ks

your beautiful and brilliant mind.
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