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AFRO-
LATINIDAD



Assignment: Afro-Latinidad 

https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/inline-images/Afro-Latinidad%20Graphic%20Organizer.pdf


To understand Afro-Latinidad we 
must understand the history of 
African people in the Americas



One thing should be made clear…
The peoples of Africa had a rich and varied history and culture long 
before European slavers arrived. 

They had a wide variety of political arrangements including kingdoms, 
city-states and other organisations, each with their own languages and 
culture.

The empire of Songhai and the kingdoms of Mali, Benin and Kongo were 
large and powerful with monarchs heading complex political 
structures governing hundreds of thousands of subjects.



Sonni Ali Ber
Sonni Ali Ber ruled the Empire of 
Songhai.  Sonni Ali Ber, who ruled 
from 1492 to 1528, built this empire 
into the most powerful in West 
Africa. It was larger than both Mali 
and Ghana and introduced organized 
government to the area.



Mansa Musa
The kingdom of Mali was onced 
ruled by Mansa Musa who was the 
ninth mansa of the Mali Empire, 
which reached its territorial peak 
during his reign. Musa is known 
for his wealth and gift-giving and 
has been called one of the 
wealthiest people in history.



One thing should be made clear…continued
Art, learning and technology flourished and Africans were especially 
skilled in subjects like medicine, mathematics and astronomy. As 
well as domestic goods, they made fine luxury items in bronze, ivory, 
gold and terracotta for both local use and trade.

From their first contacts, European traders kidnapped and brought 
Africans for sale in Europe. However, it was not until the 17th century, 
when forced labor camp owners wanted more and more enslaved 
human beings to satisfy the increasing demand for sugar in Europe, 
that transatlantic slaving became the dominant trade.



The Atlantic slave trade 
involved the transportation by 

traders of various enslaved 
African people, mainly to the 

Americas. The slave trade 
existed from the 16th to the 

19th centuries

https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/spencer.baucke/viz/TheTrans-AtlanticSlaveTrade/TheTrans-AtlanticSlaveTrade




Questions we will discuss after the video: 
1. Define the Atlantic Slave Trade in your own 

words.
2. How did the Atlantic Slave Trade affect Africa?
3. How did Christianity justify enslaving fellow 

Christians? 
4. How do you predict the Atlantic Slave Trade will 

affect the Americas?



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3NXC4Q_4JVg


Slavery in the Americas
How did the Americas justify the 
injustice of Slavery?

○ Eugenics:  the practice or 
advocacy of improving the 
human species by selectively 
mating people with specific 
desirable hereditary traits

○ Paternalism from slave 
holders: “we feed them, we 
clothe them” 

○ Religion 

The system of slavery functioned under 
coerced labor that relied on 
intimidation, brutality and 
dehumanization 

○ Whippings
○ Branding
○ Rape
○ Separation of families 
○ Torture and killing 



Only 5% of the 12.5 Million enslaved Africans transported to the 
Americas arrived in North America



Central America constituted 60% of enslaved people



The remaining 35% of enslaved people  were sent to South America



The Spanish Involvement in enslaving Africans dominated and 
influenced other empires. The Spanish involvement in enslaving 

people made Spain powerful for more than a century. 



In the 15th century, the Pope gave Spain and Portugal the right to 
enslave anyone not Christian on the justification that they did not have 

a soul.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sXAFHmxW-2Q


Resistance in 
the Americas 



Resistance in 
the Americas 
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 It’s important to understand how the first Europeans who directly encountered 
peoples from sub-Saharan Africa and the Americas viewed them. In his Chronicle of 
the Discovery and Conquest of Guinea, Gomes Eannes de Zurara described some of 
the first enslaved Africans brought to Portugal in the fifteenth century: 

And so their [the enslaved Africans] lot was now quite the contrary of what it had 
been; since before they had lived in perdition of soul and body; of their souls, in 
that they were yet pagans, without the clearness and the light of the holy faith; and 
of their bodies, in that they lived like beasts, without any custom of reasonable 
beings—for they had no knowledge of bread or wine, and they were without the 
covering of clothes, or the lodgment of houses; and worse than all, through the 
great ignorance that was in them, in that they had no understanding of good, but 
only knew how to live in a bestial sloth.



 On 12 October, Columbus first encountered the indigenous population 
on the Bahamas, and his first thoughts include these observations:

They do not carry arms or know them. For when I showed them swords, 
they took them by the edge and cut themselves out of ignorance. They 
have no iron. Their spears are made of cane. Some instead of an iron 
tip have a fish’s tooth and others have points of different kinds…They 
should be good servants and very intelligent, for I have observed that 
they soon repeat anything that is said to them.”



Resistance 
Similar to Africans, Native people to the Americas are often 
portrayed as weak, ignorant and easily conquerable. However, 
Africans and indigenous people resisted European Colonizers and 
in many instances were successful. 

Can someone give me an example of African or Native resistance 
to European colonization? 



“Relatively few indigenous peoples or 
Africans left written records about the 
ways in which they resisted the 
Portuguese and the Spanish. The 
sources, often written by Spaniards 
and Portuguese, are about them taking 
over territory, enslaving the African 
and Indigenous populations, or putting 
down the rebellions. The authors of 
these sources have an obvious bias.”

Reflect on this quote and 
answer the following 
question on your worksheet

How might our world be 
different if we had more 
information from an 
indigenous and African point 
of view?



Approximations of maroon settlements and 
Spanish settlements on Hispaniola.

By the end of the 
sixteenth century, the 

Spanish only controlled 
the southeastern 

corner of the island. 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jp3PQ-_Z9hQ


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ufut6qxt1ro&t=690


Write a journal entry from the perspective of Gaspar 
Yanga after his eleven demands were accepted by 
the Spanish crown. 



Afro-Mexicans Fight for 
Visibility and Recognition 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZtWziwidlDN8aCo4pPZzdTVVSQ1rv3P6o4NRdikWT2E/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZtWziwidlDN8aCo4pPZzdTVVSQ1rv3P6o4NRdikWT2E/edit


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lOdzYNrLu14


What 
makes 

Coyolillo a 
special 
place?



In what ways is 
Coyollilo similar to 
your community or 
other communities 

you have been a part 
of?



What brings pride to the Coyollilo 
community?



Afro-Mexicans Fight for Visibility 
and Recognition

https://pulitzercenter.org/stories/afro-mexicans-fight-visibility-and-recognition
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