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“How Race was Made” is a Scene on Radio podcast episode that investigates who invented race
as we know it, and why? Discussion questions:

1. What evidence emerges in the podcast that supports anthropologists’ claim that race is
“anthropological nonsense?”

2. If the Greeks did not divide people by race what characteristics did they use to convince
themselves that they were superior to other people? Do you think this is just as illogical
as claiming that one race is superior to another?

3. The 14th-century traveler Ibn Battuta wrote very favorably of West African kingdoms,
particularly Mali. Why did people from North Africa and Europe dismiss Ibn Battuta’s
writings and attempt to smear him as a liar?

4. According to Ibram Kendi, the first “articulator of racist ideas” was Gomes de Zurara, a
15th-century Portuguese man. What specific racist claims and lies did de Zurara make?
What was his motive for doing this?

5. Kendi also points out that Gomes de Zurara wrote a biography of and worked closely
with the nephew of King of Portugal, a powerful slave trader named Prince Henry the
Navigator. He was also a member of a powerful Christian military organization that was
headed by Prince Henry. Why do you think these things played an important role in the
spread of racist beliefs and practices?

6. Based on this podcast, do you agree or disagree with the belief that race is a social
construct, meaning race is an idea created by people living together in societies, rather
than a scientific fact?

7. How is the information discussed in this podcast useful for dismantling racism?



