
What Is Owed?

1776. The year America declared independence from Britain. Instead of following their

past leaders, they introduced the idea of democracy. Democracy is a system of government run

by the people of the country. Along with the idea of democracy, these founders signed and

created the Declaration of Independence, including the five freedoms which meant all men are

equal, except for black men and women. Black people were not seen as people, which means

they couldn't vote or be an active person in the Government. In The 1619 Project, Nikole

Hannah-Jones brings up the irony and hypocrisy of the Declaration of Independence. Due to the

constant hypocrisy, black people were continued to be undermined by the government and white

people. The descendants of enslaved African Americans are owed reparations because of the

impact of slavery and Americas lack of acknowledgment. The reparations should be monetary,

since money is the only way to restore what was lost in areas like housing and education.This

will also close the wealth gap.

After slavery ended black Aamericans began to build up their wealth. A man named

Elmore Bolling was a one-man economy. He had leased a plantation and owned a general store

and business. A group of white men attacked and killed Bolling because “he was too successful

to be a negro.” Source D states, “Almost overnight the Bollings went from prosperity to

poverty.” Following the death of Elmore, white creditors took all their money and all the family’s

assets, which leads to the family not earning anything generational and leads to the family not

getting stable jobs. Source D also states that “Seventy years later, the effects of Bolling murder

are still felt by his children and their children…The rest are unemployed or underemployed.’’

This further proves how the Bolling Family is still impacted today because of their stolen wealth.



Reparations such as money should be repaid since it could help get other families like Bollings to

get back on their feet.

The inequality of black people was also included in the Declaration of Independence.

While writing the Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson wrote about men being equal

while owning multiple slaves and having a slave present and by his side during the writing. In

Source A it says “They laid the foundations of the White House.'' This indicates how black

enslaved Americans were commodified because they helped build the White House and made

Wall Street a thriving bank. Slaves were used for white people’s defense. They also needed them

to win the Civil War. In Source B it shows how the war wasn't going well for Lincoln and the

North. He needed black people to fill in the spots white people weren't willing to do. Time after

time black people were needed for America. Yet America wasn't willing to give them their

acknowledgement. The descendants of these enslaved Black American should get reparations

since they helped build the country from the ground up and didn't get anything from it. America

is a thriving country because of slaves and their labor.

Oftentimes, those who oppose reparations argue that the idea of reparations is demeaning

to African Americans and would further divide the country along race lines. “Reparations require

the country to put a literal price on the generational traumas of slavery. How much is one slave’s

suffering worth to the country?” (Source G). This idea is incorrect. Even though money can’t

take away the trauma, money will help them with things they didn't have beforehand like an

increase in wealth and education. Others might also say that the program will cause severe

inequities. “How will need be measured? Will convicted criminals be eligible?” This argument is

wrong since convicted criminals could be convicted because of the impact slavery. Even when



they are released they still have the right to get what's owed to them. Reparations are needed to

help everyone.

In the end, reparations are owed to the descendants of enslaved African Americans

because of the impact of slavery and America’s lack of acknowledgment of that impact. The

United StatesAmerica is a power house country and has been ever since the commodification of

slavery. Enslaved black people were used for white people and have been to this day. Today,

Black Americans are used to win elections and used as scapegoats for powerful people and

companies. If African Aamericans are able to be used, why can't they get paid for their assistance

before and now?


