
[bookmark: _1u2en8gwhgvk]Persuasive Commentary Script

Podcasts are a way to reach a broad audience and make an argument succinctly. You will have the opportunity to practice your argumentative skills through a persuasive commentary incorporating a claim supported by evidence that is also deeply personal and reflective. The script will showcase your approach to a wider audience and may impact how teachers approach and teach about enslavement.
[bookmark: _tsn42kpgt6fw]Instructions: Use the space below to write your script. Refer to the provided examples if you need help. Remember, your script should be 350 to 400 words.
[bookmark: _1cjgz77t7q3t]Your script will be read aloud, so your audience will be listening. When you’re citing your sources, you will want to name the source of information (like “The New York Times” or “The Associated Press”). You DON’T need to include the title of the article or the individual author’s name (unless there’s a very specific reason to do so).

Prompt 
Main Question: How should we teach the history of enslavement? 

Consider the following Supporting Questions: 
-How does teaching and learning about African American history change if you begin with cultural ancestors in the African continent vs. the Middle Passage?
- How does the teaching and learning about slavery change if you focus on the institution of slavery vs. the fight of the enslaved for freedom? 
-Why do we try to avoid the violent parts of our country's history? What is the best way to teach and acknowledge those violent parts?
[bookmark: _43qcdoes6d6k]

[bookmark: _4ko3e0ti4mio]Script Graphic Organizer

	Lede/Intro (hook) (5-7 sentences)
Think about how you want to catch your listener's attention. What’s going to make someone stop what they are doing and listen? 

The United States of America, proud, bold, and freedom is the first couple of things we think of when hearing about this country. This country stands on freedom and justice for all, well maybe. You know America doesn’t really have a great history, from the birth of this country to present day things have changed both positively and negatively. From enslaving the West African people to killing the Native Americans, and stealing land from the Mexicans, they hurt A LOT of people to create this country. There are many stories told untruthfully, and there’s also many untold stories about America’s past that we haven’t been taught about. Today I’ll be explaining about how I first learned about enslavement and the impact it has on the world today.







	Scene (personal experience or memory)(10-15 sentences)
Tell a story, maybe of how you first learned about enslavement. Open your document “Learning about Enslavement” and share your story about one of the prompts. 

When I first learned about enslavement for the first time, I think I was in the fifth grade. The first topic that was taught to me was about how African American slaves would pave their way up to the north for freedom. One of the notable stories I can recall being taught was about Harriet Tubman and how she went back and forth to the south to free 70 slaves. I remember hearing all the difficult adversities that came along with trying to free them. She would end up paving a way for many other African Americans to reach freedom as well.












	Argument (Claim, Evidence, and Reasoning)  (10-15 sentences)
a. Start by choosing either the Main Question or one of the Supporting Questions above and copying and pasting it here. 
b. How would you answer that question? 
c. Evidence: What documents did we read that can help you explain or answer that question? For example, the readings: Olaudah Equiano, Language of Enslavement, or the article we read, The Search for a Meaningful Clue. Or any of the many documents we read from Week 7 to Week 11.
d. Reasoning: What does this evidence show or prove? “This shows that…” 


Its been a very long time since slavery has occured, but to this day there are many affects from it. One of the main causes is Racism towards African-Americans. The history of racism against them didn’t really start until they were enslaved to the US (back then known as the British Colonies). From that point getting further the white people started to create a stigma against the African Americans just because they had a different skin color. Since the African-Americans were also slaves who just worked for others, the white people also liked to degrade the African Americans as lesser than them or worthless. About 300-350 years later, even though African Americans were given freedom, they were still being treated wrong. They were still separated as if they weren human, and they didn't have the same rights as an average american. They were still also treated unfairly too, many would be beaten brutally, cussed at, lynched, and more terrible causes. Present day, we can still see racism happening in our country. Many black people are still experiencing unfair brutality and hate. In the article Slavery Gave America it quotes, ”Soon American slavery matured into a perverse regime that denied the humanity of black people while still criminalizing their actions”. This explains that even though the African Americans were free from slavery, they weren’t treated any better due to the color of their skin.









	Conclusion/Call to Action (7-9 sentences)
The Big Idea or takeaway: What do you want your readings to be able to take away by listening to your podcast episode? 

The main idea is just to realize how much slavery has actually not only shaped the U.S. but the entire world to this day. It’s like slavery was a spark and since it hasnt gotten better ever since, its as if it turned into a fire and keeps getting bigger. It set off many violent ways of racism that have been affecting many people of color. From degrading, to racial slurs, and even murdering, it feels like things have barely changed.
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