
Guided Reflection:

	1. Students free-write (5-8 minutes) to the prompt provided: What does it mean to deserve something? What does it mean to owe something? What does it mean to be vulnerable? How do you determine if something is right or wrong? 
2. Students have been assigned table groups prior to the lesson.
3. Groups are provided two different colored packs of sticky notes.
4. Teacher provides a focus area, in this case a particular institution. The sample pictures below are the result of a collaboration on the education system and mass incarceration.
5. On one color, students write what they know about the assigned institution. Students write each idea on a different sticky note of the same color.
6. On the second color, students write what they want to know more about the institution.
7. Groups compile all sticky notes and collaborate to create categories on a large poster. (In the samples below, students were provided categories on the education system. Groups created categories for mass incarceration.)
8. As a group, students return to the initial prompt and discuss the relationship between vulnerability, right vs. wrong, deservedness, and ownership. The following support questions are projected and teacher is visiting each group to support small group discussions:
a. What purpose does this institution serve? What purpose is it supposed to serve?
b. Who seems to have power in this institution? How do you know?
c. How are ownership and power related in this institution?
d. Who are the vulnerable groups impacted within this institution? How do you know?
e. What do all parties in working for, within, or impacted by this institution deserve? Be specific.
9. After groups discuss, students add to a working document (we used individual Google docs shared with the instructor and titled the doc “My Philosophy”). Students write independently about their philosophy on the institution, including how it may be reformed.




Steps 2-7 samples: See Collaboration Sample folders A-E

Step 9 samples:
A. The prison systems should be much more friendly and inclusive to the prisoners. There should also be different levels of prisons based on the offense. Prisoners should be treated like people and they should be put in classes to learn something while they are there to improve themselves and come out stronger and more knowledgeable then they went in so they don't have to do bad things to survive. Also businesses should not be able to turn people away because they are ex-convicts. This action makes it very hard for them to find a job and then it makes it hard for them to get out of their situation and survive, so they are forced back into their old ways so that they can survive. 

B. I believe it would be best to reform the prison system by making the main focus of it to reform whoever has been imprisoned, as well as decriminalizing some things, such as certain drugs. I think it would be best if the main focus of prison should be providing mental assistance and rehabilitating them to return back into society. It would assist with decarcerate prisons and generally improve how the system works.

C. The purpose of school is to educate you on history, teach you basic learning skills, and mainly prepare you for the world. Although we don't have specific classes that cater to our needs or likes, the environment that public schools bring teaches you many lessons and a lot that are often overlooked. I know that every student has a different experience and can say different things about lessons they have learned, but it isn't the same story for me. A lot of the drama that happens at school has taught me things like the importance of loving yourself enough to be okay to be alone, the importance of thinking for yourself, understanding that not everyone has good intentions and can truly be your friend, how to respond to relationships. The school has taught me what kind of learner I am and how I function in my environment. Thinking more about the school reminds me of all of the situations that I have responded to and have been put in because of school, which contributes to how I communicate with others now. A lot of the time when school decisions are made, here in Columbia, they are decided without the input of those who are actually affected, they don't include all groups that it affects and focuses on those who have the excessive amount of money and are willing to be loud even if it makes no sense. I am not quite sure what the purpose of school is, because if we are being led into systemic racism, and taught in a manner that aids and barely addresses this fact, what would really be the reason. Honestly, we have a mainly red-lined community and other schools don't have as big of a population. The community and lines of districts were decided not off of a blank state but bias against poverty essentially making the poor…. Poorer. 

