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The Case for Reparations
Guide provided by African American Studies Teachers in Columbia Public Schools, 
part of the 2021 cohort of The 1619 Project Education Network ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Essential Question: What are the institutional impacts of American slavery, and how should reparations be considered in solving these issues?

	Big Questions to Be Addressed in Presentation (Required):
	Brainstorm Support: Discuss the following with your group members. Take notes in a shared Google Doc.

	What system or institution are focusing your reparations proposal on?

	· We have focused on housing, education, healthcare, income/wealth, political power, and criminal justice. 
· Which of these institutions has the most potential to be successfully reformed?
· How have multiple generations been affected by each institution?
· How is each institution personal to your life experience?

	
Who will receive reparations from this plan and why?
	· Who is vulnerable to the inequities of your selected system?
· What marginalized groups have been harmed and how, specifically?
· How have harm, vulnerability, and power shifted over time in this system?
· How have harm, vulnerability, and power remained the same over time in this system?

	
How is this institution related to other historic systems?

	· Connect your selected system to all the institutions we have studied in this unit and in past units. 
· Return to the essential question: Create a timeline from the era of chattle slavery to the present. Be sure to include relevant laws, important historical figures in maintaining and disrupting this institution, and influential corporate or political entities.

	
What are the impacts of this system’s inequities today?

	· Focus on the end of your timeline from the previous question, then get specific.
· Who is benefiting from this system? Who is working to reform, abolish, or defund this system?
· How are current politicians and activists talking about this system today? What specific language has emerged about this system in recent years?
· How will this institution look in the future if nothing is done?

	What harm will your reparations seek to repair?

	· Start small. What is the least this institution could do to make a big impact on those who have been or could be harmed? Create a list of at least 5 possibilities.
· Go big. If your group had the power and influence to overhaul this institution in any way you thought most impactful, what would you do? 

	How would your reparations work?
	These are the logistics: Remember, reparations are not only about one group owing another. How will your plan acknowledge harm? How will your plan repair the past and stymie future harm?



GRADING NOTE: The cohesiveness of your argument and evidence-based support will be graded with the SYNTHESIS rubric The presentation of your materials and collaboration with group members will be graded with the SPEAKING & LISTENING rubric.
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