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Excerpt of the Fugitive Slave Act of 1793

An Act respecting fugitives from justice, and persons escaping from the service of
their masters.

Be it enacted, &c., That, whenever the Executive authority of any State in the Union, or of either
of the Territories Northwest or South of the river Ohio, shall demand any person as a fugitive
from justice, of the Executive authority of any such State or Territory to which such person shall
have fled, and shall moreover produce the copy of an indictment found, or an affidavit made
before a magistrate of any State or Territory as aforesaid, charging the person so demanded with
having committed treason, felony, or other crime, certified as authentic by the Governor or Chief
Magistrate of the State or Territory from whence the person so charged fled, it shall be the duty
of the executive authority of the State or Territory to which such person shall have fled, to cause
him or her arrest to be given to the Executive authority making such demand, or to the agent
when he shall appear; but, if no such agent shall appear within six months from the time of the
arrest, the prisoner may be discharged: and all costs or expenses incurred in the apprehending,
securing, and transmitting such fugitive to the State or Territory making such demand, shall be
paid by such State or Territory.....

Approved [signed into law by President George Washington], February 12, 1793.

Source:

Proceedings and Debates of the House of Representatives of the United States at the Second
Session of the Second Congress, Begun at the City of Philadelphia, November 5, 1792., "Annals
of Congress, 2nd Congress, 2nd Session (November 5, 1792 to March 2, 1793)," Pages 1414-15
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