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Excerpt #2 Ona Judge Interview in the Granite Freeman

TRANSCRIPT

COMOORD, K.H, THURSDMY, MAY ZZ, 1861

Washington's Runaway Slave,

'
These is s living, i the burders of
hmnfﬁu'l._mdﬂ-li-.cnn—
avay s of GEN WASHINGTON,

dl preer dipgenid By the Cowntp of |

Fackinghaw. Hor name, at the time of
ke clopement wis OMA MARIA
JUDGE. She & not abk to give the
7o of her meaps b s th e

came: frcs Philadelphia, just affes e -

dese of Washington's sscond t=rm
of the Prmidancy, which swsr [
sowhers in che firt part of the year
1797, Buing 4 waeing maid of Mss.
Wshisgan, she wa nou exposad
b any perulir hardship 3 ashed
wly dhe did neé semale dn his ser-
wioe, she gives tws remans, fiest, that
she wanted 1o be fre, smcondly, thac
she amderstood char after the deceam
n(}n—mmlmhlwu.huru

o barome the proprey of 2 grand-

daaghtar of theim, by the namc af
Cuniin, ez thar she was ds d

i, b might Bave shared the fate of
Jonathan Walker, in our owm day.

Bormauth., she marced 3 cnkeed
ko, by the s of STATNES. and
had @ Eamily of sverad childnm, but
they, iogether with e husband kv
all e el for s vl pears.

Washingtan smade two ateopt

e reeover ber Fime, he sent o mis
by the mame of Baisatt o pamiade
‘hes oo peturn; but she mesiced of che
argoments he emplaye for this end
He wmld her, they woold set her froe
when she arrrved ac Mooze Vemon,
2 which the neplisd, "I am fren now
and chooss bo reain s

Finding all attempts o wechuce
har to alavery agzin in shis manser
ek, Buasert was ient cece mcer
Ty Walsingeon, with ceders o bring
Tier and ker dfant 4T by foee. The

rarver b be her dhave

She zamse on bourd 4 ship com-
randed by CAET, JOHN BOLLES,
#nd bound to Pormmouds MH. In
eelating i, she wdded “I never vold his
rame cill after be died, 3 fre yram
since, beit they should punish Fim for
beingingmaaway” Had she diacdnsed

being ar wich
GOV, LANGDON, then of Ports-
muth, tock wp Jodgngs with bim,
and disclosed to him the chject af his
missicn. The good ol Governen, fa
his honar bo & spoken) st T
pommed sommthing af the spice of
‘modern anti-davery, He enbrtaned
Hazmetr wery bundiomely, and in e

s time sent wood 10 Mes St
1 legve mown befoee veeive oldisck,
at might, which she did rviimd 50 a
Plor of concealment, wad escaper
the duchies of the oppresne. Shordy
after hi, Washington ded, and, sid

- dhe, “they neves oronibled me any mose

adier b wan g™

Being sked how she esciped,

e replisd sebetaninally as follows,
W hils chey wen: packing up = g

© o Vieginia, 1w packing to go, 1

AT ke whese; for | ke that
iF 1 went back to Vigginia [ v
should ger wip liberty. § hadl Friend
amang the caksed people of Fhil-
aeiphia, ko my chings careiod there
before hand snd beft while they were
eating dinnas,”

M. Staine Soe mof Enow hor

(e, bul i prabably not far froo
_eaghty. She s 5 Fight mmlset, so

ligght that she mighe easily pis for 3
white woman, small afitstuee, and,
although dssahled by rw suce tasive

_ avtacks of paley, remarkibly erse

and aleggant i-her form. i

The facis here refared, are known
ehrourgh this cegioes, and may be relled
e peteantially comece Probably
they weee not for yrany given - the
public, thragh et oF Ber recapeurs;
bt this nssion s beigrr camts, snon
she is te ald and infiem g be of
sufficient value to repay the expeae
of amth.

Thamgh 2 hoummrvans she had
niy ebaatinn, nor any veheble reli-
gions immonaciing; sy she never
hezrd Wahimgeon pray, and does
not belisve that be wae seaminmed
0. "Mn Wachington used to read

* peiyen bt | don't calll thak praying™

Since ber escape she has lraned
vesd, trmis gz han been made “wise
et salvation,” and i, | chink. con-
raxcted with & chirchs s Partusouth.

When asied if she i not soery
she lefc Washisgion, 21 she has
lsbomed s nwch harder since, than
before, her reply & “Ma, L i free,
and have, 1 eruse, been mads & chakl
‘of God by the means.”

WNever shall [ forget the fire thar
keinglled in baer age-baddimmud eye, or
the sed: dhat played oo her with-
ered counicnce, s [ apaks of that
Redeemer i whees thice  nether
“band ror free.” whe loves his pesgle
o the-end, and a5 1 bownd with her at
Fhe mercy seat and compesded hee s
Hin “wha Boanh payer” and who
rajands “the poor and necdy’ when
they ey ek diae were it mime w
chocee, § woekd mot exchimge her
patstisions, “rich in &ith," and s
L, whils tttrzing mver tha grave,
oy *a bope fall e ismaalitg™ foc 2l
the, glory wnd rencrs of lim, whom
laves she ws,

STRATHAM, LAY, 1845 THA
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Transcription of Ona Judge’s Interview in the Granite Freeman

"Washington's Runaway Slave"

from The Granite Freeman, Concord, New Hampshire (May 22, 1845); reprinted in Frank W. Miller's Portsmouth New Hampshire Weekly, June 2, 1877, under the title "Washington's
Runaway Slave, and How Portsmouth Freed Her." Author: Rev. T.H. Adams

There is now living in the borders of the town of Greenland, N.H., a runaway slave of Gen. Washington, at
present supported by the County of Rockingham. Her name at the time of her elopement was ONA MARIA
JUDGE. She is not able to give the year of her escape, but says that she came from Philadelphia just after the
close of Washington's second term of the Presidency, which must fix it somewhere in the [early?] part of the
year 1797.

Being a waiting maid of Mrs. Washington, she was not exposed to any peculiar hardships. If asked why she
did not remain in his service, she gives two reasons, first, that she wanted to be free; secondly that she
understood that after the decease of her master and mistress, she was to become the property of a
grand-daughter of theirs, by name of Custis, and that she was determined never to be her slave.

Being asked how she escaped, she replied substantially as follows, "Whilst they were packing up to go to
Virginia, | was packing to go, I didn't know where; for I knew that if I went back to Virginia, I should never
get my liberty. I had friends among the colored people of Philadelphia, had my things carried there
beforehand, and left Washington's house while they were eating dinner."

She came on board a ship commanded by CAPT. JOHN BOLLES, and bound to Portsmouth, N.H. In
relating it, she added, "I never told his name till after he died, a few years since, lest they should punish him
for bringing me away.”

Washington made two attempts to recover her. First, he sent a man by the name of Bassett to persuade her to
return; but she resisted all the arguments he employed for this end. He told her they would set her free when
she arrived at Mount Vernon, to which she replied, "I am free now and choose to remain so."
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Finding all attempts to seduce her to slavery again in this manner useless, Bassett was sent once more by
Washington, with orders to bring her and her infant child by force. The messenger, being acquainted with
Gov. [then Senator John] Langdon, then of Portsmouth, took up lodgings with him, and disclosed to him the
object of his mission.

The good old Governor. (to his honor be it spoken), must have possessed something of the spirit of modern
anti-slavery. He entertained Bassett very handsomely, and in the meantime sent word to Mrs. Staines, to
leave town before twelve o'clock at night, which she did, retired to a place of concealment, and escaped the
clutches of the oppressor.

Shortly after this, Washington died, and, said she, "they never troubled me any more after he was gone.”

The facts here related are known through this region, and may be relied on as substantially correct. Probably
they were not for years given to the public, through fear of her recapture; but this reason no longer exists,
since she is too old and infirm to be of sufficient value to repay the expense of search.

Though a house servant, she had no education, nor any valuable religious instruction; says she never heard
Washington pray, and does not believe that he was accustomed to. "Mrs. Washington used to read prayers,
but I don't call that praying.["] Since her escape she has learned to read, trusts she has been made "wise unto
salvation," and is, I think, connected with a church in Portsmouth.

When asked if she is not sorry she left Washington, as she has labored so much harder since, than before, her
reply is, "No, I am free, and have, I trust been made a child of God by the means.["]

Never shall I forget the fire that kindled in her age-bedimmed eye, or the smile that played upon her
withered countenance, as I spake of the Redeemer in whom there is neither "bond nor free," bowed with her
at the mercy seat and commended her to Him "who heareth prayer" and who regards "the poor and needy
when they cry," I felt that were it mine to choose, I would not exchange her possessions, "rich in faith," and
sustained, while tottering over the grave, by "a hope full of immortality," for tall the glory and renown of
him whose slave she was.



