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(Modified version of the Pre-colonial Warm Up Activity)

Directions:  Read the excerpt below from The 1619 Project Essay No.1: “Slavery, Power and the

Human Cost” by Mary Elliott and Jazmine Hughes for The New York TImes (page 5) and

answer the discussion questions.

In the 15th century, the Roman Catholic Church divided the world in half, granting Portugal a

monopoly on trade in West Africa and Spain the right to colonize the New World in its quest for

land and gold. Pope Nicholas V buoyed Portuguese efforts and issued the Romanus Pontifex of

1455, which affirmed Portugal’s exclusive rights to territories it claimed along the West African

coast and the trade from those areas.  It granted the right to invade, plunder and ‘‘reduce their

persons to perpetual slavery.’’

1. Based on the excerpt, what does the future look like for the continent of Africa?  Use

evidence to support your answer.

2. Do you think African leaders will be able to prevent European powers from invading,

plundering and dividing up the continent?  Why or why not?

3. What do you think life was like in Africa before contact with the Europeans?
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