
JOHN PUNCH & JOHN CASOR CASE



Three men did the 
same crime but the 
black man was 
sentence to be a 
slave for life.  Punch 
deserved the same 
punishment as the 
other men.  I think 
the only reason why 
Punch was treated 
differently because 
he was Black. This is 
the first time a 
court started legal 
slavery in the 
colonies. 



 John Casor worked as an 

indentured servant for an 

African man named 

Anthony Johnson.  Anthony 

Johnson refused to release 

John Casor. John Casor

claimed he completed his 

contract and started 

working for Robert Parker.   

Johnson sued and won. 

John Casor had to work 

for the rest of his life.



JOHN PUNCH & JOHN CASOR CASE
How did the cases of Punch & Casor
lead to legal slavery in America?

The first time an America court 
determined slavery was legal in the 
colonies was the John Punch case. 
Years later, a colonial court forced 
John Casor to be a slave for life. I 
learned the first slaves arrived in 
Jamestown in 1619, but we don’t 
know those slaves’ names.  We 
know John Punch and John Casor
were forced in to slavery by the 
courts.  Punch ruling was horrible, 
because he was punished for doing 
the same thing as the white guys.


