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Analysis of the Original Declaration of Independence
   During the summer of 1776, Thomas Jefferson was tasked by his peers to write a document that would outline the reasons for separation between English monarchy and the British colonies in North America.   Jefferson composed the document for almost two weeks. Once his colleagues arrived, Jefferson submitted his final draft for the review and revision process.  After debating and editing, the committee agreed on a final draft known as the Declaration of Independence. 
  We are familiar with the Declaration’s famous phrase, “All men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness”.  At the conclusion of the meeting, many of the delegates that approved the Declaration of Independence returned to their plantations; including, Thomas Jefferson who earned his wealth through slave labor.  
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Thomas Jefferson wrote a controversial line in his original draft of the declaration.  Jefferson wrote, “He (King George III) has waged cruel war against human nature itself, violating its most sacred rights of life and liberty in the person of a distant people who never offended him, captivating and carrying them into slavery in another hemisphere or to incur miserable death in their transportation thither.” 
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In the same grievance statement, Jefferson added, “He (King George III) is now exciting those very people (slaves) to rise in arms among us (colonists), and to purchase that liberty of which he has deprived them, & murdering the people (colonists) upon whom he also obtruded them; thus paying off former crimes committed against the liberties of one people, with the crimes which he urges them to commit against the lives of another”.
	What the Text Says
	What It Means To Me
	Illustration

	



	
	








[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Loyalists and British citizens questioned the sincerity of the war for America’s independence.  Samuel Johnson wrote, “How is it that we hear the loudest yelps for liberty among the drivers of Negroes?”  
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[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0] In 1774, George Washington wrote in a letter to his friend Bryan Fairfax, “But the crisis is arrived when we must assert our rights, or submit to every imposition that can be heap’d upon us; till custom and use, will make us as tame, & abject Slaves, as the Blacks we Rule over with such arbitrary Sway.” 
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[bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm]Frenchmen Benjamin Rush wrote, “It would be useless for us to denounce the servitude to which the Parliament of Great Britain wishes to reduce us, while we continue to keep our fellow creatures in slavery just because their color is different from ours.”
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In 1773, acclaimed poet of African ancestry, Phyllis Wheatly stated, “In Every human, God has implanted the principle, which we call love of freedom. How then can white colonists reconcile the “Cry of Liberty” with the Exercise of Oppressive Power over others?”
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