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The VERY Short List of Literary/Rhetorical Devices

Rhetoric: The structure of a speech or text using carefully arranged words/sentences for maximum impact
Literary Devices: The words a writer uses to convey ideas or feelings

Ror L

Device

Explanation

Alliteration

Consonant sounds that repeat at the beginning of words to create rhythm
and aid memory
Ex: The widowed women wept

Assonance- The repetition of vowel sounds
Ex: The sound had a strange banging and clanging

Consonance- The repetition of consonant sounds in words
Ex: Slithery snakes in the grass sneak along slowly

Anaphora

Repetition of the same words or phrases at the beginning of successive
clauses, sentences, or lines

Allusion

A reference to previous literary works (like the bible), famous people, places,
or events

Anchoring the Arguments/
Audience To True
Statements

Strongest persuasive rhetorical technique as the author makes statements
that are irrefutable and therefore add credibility to him/herself with the
hope that the audience will receive the rest of the argument/speech as truth

Call to Action

Clearly stated actions that ask an audience to do a particular thing

Contrast

Structuring phrases and words to highlight the differences between two or
more things. The second part is usually positive

Ex: “...gave their lives that that nation might live”- Lincoln, Gettysburg
Address, contrast death with life

Ex: “Sometimes you have to be cruel to be kind”

Epistrophe

Using the same words or words to end a series of lines, phrases, clauses, or
sentences.

Ex: "With this faith we will be able to work together, to pray together, to
struggle together, to go to jail together, to stand up for freedom together,
knowing that we will be free one day." -MLK, I Have a Dream

Generic Language

Very generic statements that allow the audience to think about all of the
possible meanings meant by the statement

Ex: “..little that is new could be presented” -Lincoln

It is the opposite of hyperbole which is the use of figurative language to
overstate something: “I am so hungry I could eat a cow”)

10f7




Querencia & Belonging

1619 Education Network

Readings selected by by Educators from Thrive Community Schools,
part of the 2021 cohort of The 1619 Project Education Network

L Imagery

Words used that create mental pictures and often appeal to the senses
(sight, sound, taste, smell)

Inclusive language

The emphasis on common beliefs, actions, and emotions to invoke and
invite all members (including enemies) of an audience to consider the
author’s message

L Metaphor

Makes a comparison without using “like” or “as”

Direct Metaphor: States both things being compared
Ex: The assignment was a breeze

Indirect Metaphor: States one thing and leaves the audience to infer the
other. It implies the comparison word
Ex: James growled at me for taking too long

L Personification

An Act of attributing a human quality to an animal or object.

Ex: Time creeps up on you.

Repetition

Use of the same word or phrases for emphasis. When words in speeches are
repeated, the brain will likely remember those words

Rhetorical Appeals
R (Ethos, Logos, Pathos)

Ethos: Establishing the authority, reputation, and trustworthiness with
regard to a particular subject. A subtle way to do this is to cite sources
within a speech

Ex: Nike using athletes to endorse their products (not so subtle!)

Logos: The logic used to support a claim or assertion with proof (facts and
statistics)
Ex: The show was a box-office hit and sold out three weekends in a row

Pathos: Appealing to the emotion of the audience
Ex: Agency ads or campaigns for starving children, mistreated animals, etc

L Similies

A comparison using “like” or “as”

Ex: Her eyes were as blue as the ocean

R Simple Three-Part Speech

When an author structures a text into three key parts in order to make the
message easier to understand or more clear to the audience

Ex: State the problem, give the reason, give the solution
Past, present, future

Trios, Triplets, and Triads

The rule of three allows a speaker to express a concept, emphasize it, and
make it memorable. Can be three separate sentences, phrases within a
sentence, etc.

Ex: “ It means to try to tell your kids everything you thought you’d have the next 10
years to tell them in just a few months. It means to make sure everything is buttoned
up so that it will be as easy as possible for your family. It means to say your
goodbyes.” —Steve Jobs, Stanford Address 2005

Ex: “Homes have been lost; jobs shed; businesses shuttered.” —Obama, First
Inaugural Address
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I Have Roads in Me by Jimmy Santiago Baca

winding within my arteries

into distant hills

of memories,

where dreams float like dandelion fibers
on bright, chill, breezy

mornings under a canopy

of cottonwood branches.

Where leaves glimmer

sunlight

roads turn.

I have roads in me

where drums pound a sacrifice
and beckon

to again believe in life’s wonder,

where I learn the intense passion,
seeing the sparkling, dewdripping
leaves upon moist, pine-needled ground.

My heart restored,

I am guided

by stars

and a raging desire to live.
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Celebrate by Jimmy Santiago Baca

Five hundred and five years

tortillas slapping between mama’s hands

farmers irrigating red and green chili, squash,
and corn rows,

forming halves into wholes, braiding

two roots into one thriving, ever-deepening,
mother-root

bridge between black and white

opposite shores,

connecting south the north, east to west

Five hundred and five years

of prayers mumbled from lips,

hands clasping other hands to endure,

keeping the line intact,

unbroken hope, rosaries faith,

from Incas, Moctezuma, Cortes, Villa y Chavez,

to the anonymous men sitting on park benches

meditating on the dawn,

to women climbing cathedral steps to attend
Mass,

to whimpering, wakening infants

suckling at their mothers’ breasts

Five hundred and five years

and still they remain

all beating with strong hearts,
strong

hearts celebrating the magic songs,
acts of courage that leap from them
and integrity

that shines from them.
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The Reason I Wake Up in the Morning by Jimmy Santiago Baca

is because those people who've lived
through tragedies and loneliness and anxiety
found in their shattered-pottery hearts
fragments that fit perfectly

into the puzzle of night stars,

into the joyous cry

of a child at dawn

dashing out on the playground,

into the hands of men like me

who rise and dress and walk

out the door, culling from winter light
residues of summer

to dream a bit more

of the growing season
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Grandma by Jimmy Santiago Baca

And when they come, as they have,

I seek strength in your humble memory.

As contrary and far fetched as my metaphors

and images may seem,

to a woman

in the hot, dry prairie,

when you walked, I knew

somewhere in the world a great pianist was
playing

to your steps.

O dear sweet ancient woman

who never uttered a word of complaint on her
behalf,

when you looked at beans, corn, squash,

a simple glass of water,

your gaze held a melody of a hundred choirs

singing in harmony,

all in unison

thanking the Great Creator

for our many blessings.

I remember a woman who was

sometimes mean and cross with me,

who chased and shooed me from the house on
wash day,

who made me scrub my face with freezing cold
water.

your faults were cliff-edge fingerholds for
anyone brave enough to climb to the summit
where sights could be seen only angels were
Given.

I climbed there many times, and as many you called me your angel.

Today, when I'm besieged by enemies,

when the easy way out haunts me,

when I'd prefer to sit in a cantina and drink with
friends,

when doing drugs to forget the pain of living,

when I struggle to live with dignity,

when I promise to try harder,

when all my vows of conviction turn syrupy,

when the blood drains from my lips,

I kiss your face again in memory

and tell you to watch me, just watch.
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I will not surrender

to the worst part of myself, Grandma.

I will be a man you can be proud of,

one who has learned well from you.

and when they come, as they do,

I'll wade out into fields,

parting weeds, ignoring briars,

flying all these flags, hollering;:
Your weapons mean nothing to me,
I have Grandma in my heart!
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