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USDA Sugar Background includes key facts and data points re: sugar production that teachers 
may pull to create observation, analysis, and inference questions for students. Students can read 
the section title titled “U.S. Sugar Production and answer questions such as these.

1. What states/geographic regions are responsible for most sugarcane production in the

US today?

2. While the amount of sugar produced in the US is increasing every year, the number of

farms that grow sugarcane and sugar beets have actually decreased over the last 20

years. How is that possible? What are the implications of this for small farmers? Large

corporations?

3. Why do you think small farmers are unable to compete with large sugar corporations?

https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/crops/sugar-sweeteners/background/

