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The Idea of America Free Write

What is your idea of America? What does America mean to you? How do you feel about living in

America, knowing our history is full of both oppression and resistance? Are you proud? Ashamed? Hopeful?

Depressed? Should we care about our past—and what should we do about it?

Write a full academic paragraph capturing your answer. You are encouraged to use evidence from Nikole

Hannah-Jones’ article “The Idea of America.”

Extension: Challenge yourself by writing a second paragraph comparing your own view about living in

America with the view of Nikole Hannah-Jones in her article “The Idea of America.”


